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HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION FORM

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Planning Division
8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 (619) 667-1177

1. NAME

Historic: Robertson Home
and/or common: Scott Home

2. LOCATION

Address: 4572 Palm Avenue
City: La Mesa State: CA Zip: 91941

3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
___ District ___ Public X Occupied __ Agricultural _ Museum
_X Building(s) ~_X Private ___ Unoccupied ___ Commercial __ Park
_ Structure ___ Both __ Work in progress __ Educational _X Private residence
___ Site __ Entertainment Religious
___ Object PUBLIC ACQUISITION . Government ___ Scientific
___Inprogress __ Industrial ___ Transportation
__ Being Considered ___ Military __ Other:
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
Name: Stephanie Glazer
Address: 4572 Palm Avenue
City: La Mesa State: CA Zip: 91941
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Courthouse, Registry of Deeds, etc.:
Address: 1600 Pacific Highway
City: San Diego State: CA Zip: 92101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Title: L a Mesa Historic Resources Inventory

Date: June 1984

Depository for Survey Records: City Clerk of La Mesa

City: La Mesa State: CA Zip: 91941
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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X Excellent __ Deteriorated __ Unaltered _X Original site
__ Good ___Ruins X Altered __ Moved
_ Fair ___ Unexposed Date:

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE!:

Legal Description: Lot 21, in Block 11 of Parks Addition to La Mesa Springs in the City of La
Mesa, County of San Diego, State of California, according to Map thereof No. 993, filed in the
office of the County Recorder of San Diego County, June 5, 1906 described as follows:

Commencing at the southeasterly corner of said lot 21: thence northerly along the easterly
line of said lot, 60 feet; thence westerly at right angles to said easterly line to the south line
of said lot on the north line of “F” Avenue; thence easterly along the sough line of said lot,
being also the north line “F” Avenue to the point of commencement.

This two-story Victorian-style house has a steep gable roof and has been very well maintained.
The windows are double sashed. Fancy trim can be seen on the second story just under the attic
vents. The eaves are supported by knee brackets at the house corners on the second story and
the rafter ends are exposed. On the first floor, a large window to the right has 16 panels of glass
while to the left the porch like the eaves contains stickwork and scroll work. In a 1911 photo of
the house, there was a ranch-style white fence around the property. There is a large palm tree
and red waterpump in the front yard of the house. The red waterpump and gingerbread trim were
installed in the 1970s
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

___ Prehistoric ___ Archeology-prehistoric ___ Conservation ~_ Landscape architecture ___ Religion
_ 1400-1499 __ Archeology-historic ~ __ Economics _ Law ___ Science
_1500-1599 __ Agricultural ___ Education ___ Literature ___ Sculpture

X Social /
___1600-1699 _= Architecture ___ Engineering ___ Military ___ Humanitarian

X Exploration /

__1700-1799 _ Art _— Settlement ___ Music ____ Theater
__1800-1899 _ Commerce ___ Industry ___ Philosophy ___ Transportation
__é 1900- ___ Communications ___ Invention ___ Politics/Government .

___ Community planning ~ ___ Other (specify) L

SPECIFIC DATES: 1910 BUILDER/ARCHITECT: Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Robertson House is an example of Craftsman-style architecture. Pioneers of La Mesa built and
lived in this House. One resident can even be traced to a Civil War conflict. As one long-time La Mesa
resident put it, “Everybody knows that house.” This house is well known and should be designated a
Historical Landmark. '

Harry L. and Vada Robertson purchased the lot from William L. Maxwell on August 19, 1909.
Harry Leslie Robertson was born October 21, 1885 in Nebraska. Vada was born in Cloud County, Kansas
on August 14, 1888. Harry and Vada met as teenagers in high school. Harry married Vada in 1909 and they
came to California shortly thereafter. They had one child, Helen. Helen later married Bernard D. Sherman
Sr. and they had one son, Bernard Roland Sherman Jr. According to the 1910 Census, taken on May 17,
Harry was 24 and Vada was 21. The census placed them on Lookout Avenue. Vada was a 75-year member
of the Eastern Star. Harry was a former member and past master of the La Mesa Lodge No. 107, F&AM
and Scottish Rites Bodies and Ben Ali Shrine Temple, and IOOF. Harry was a building contractor in La
Mesa and then in San Francisco where they later moved. According to their grandson Bernard Sherman Jr.,
Harry Robertson was an architect. He designed and built homes in La Mesa and in San Francisco. There is
a music shop still standing today in Berkeley that he built. Vada was not employed. According to Mary
Nelson, niece of Vada Robertson, Vada was named after the state of Nevada. Vada’s father worked, with
his twin brother, in the silver mines in Nevada so he could earn money to buy a farm back in Kansas.
Vada’s father loved Nevada so much that he named his daughter after the state. Vada and Harry eventually
retired to Santa Cruz. Harry passed away on June 9, 1963 at the age of 77 and his wife Vada died at the age
of 101 on July 26, 1990, a few weeks shy of her 102nd birthday.

On November 7, 1910, Harry L. and Vada Robertson sold the house to Mable and Paul DeChaine.
According to the 1910 Census, taken on May 18, Mable was 23 and Paul was 32. They were married in
1903 and had four children, although only three were living at the time of the 1910 Census. Their daughter
Adris was S, their son Norman was 3 and another son Raymon L. was 3 months. Mable was born in
Pennsylvania and Paul was born in Wisconsin. Paul worked as a house painter. They rented a house on
Lemon Avenue prior to the purchase of the house. Their son Raymon Leon DeChaine eventually moved to
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Shasta County, California where he worked in the tourist industry as a motel manager. Raymon had two
children, seven grandchildren and two great-great grandchildren.

Sarah A. Pinkston purchased the house from the DeChaines on January 13, 1912. Sarah A. Lyon
was born on May 2, 1837 in Richland County, Ohio. Her father William Lyon was a deacon in the
Presbyterian Church and was once indicted under the Fugitive Slave Law for “riding along the road with a
colored man.” At the age of 17, in 1854, Sarah moved with her parents from Ohio to make a new home in
California. Sickness in the family prevented further travel to California. They stopped in Independence,
Missouri for a few weeks and soon realized that “a liberty loving and slavery hating Ohio family could not
live in safety where the monster had eyes on all sides watching them.” Kansas, they thought, with the
Indians and wolves was preferable. They camped in Lawrence, Kansas in the spring of 1854 on what later
became Kansas State University. Sarah and her family were one of the early settlers in what later became
Lawrence, Kansas. She married John W. Mack on November 23, 1857. On August 21, 1863, when Sarah
was 26, Lt. Col. William Clarke Quantrill led a band of 450 raiders (a Confederate guerrilla band operating
out of Missouri known as the Quantrill Raiders) into Lawrence, Kansas in a supposed retaliation for a
Union raid on Osceloa, Missouri. Lawrence, Kansas was a stronghold of pro-Union support during the
Civil War and the home of Senator James H. Lane, whose leading role in the struggle for free-soil in
Kansas made him a public enemy to pro-slavery forces in Missouri. Although Lane did managed to escape
by racing through a cornfield in his nightshirt, many residents did not survive. More than 150 residents 1n
were killed in Lawrence, Kansas that night and most of the town was destroyed. Sarah survived this attack.
Among the raiders that night were Frank and Jesse James, and Cole and Jim Younger. These outlaws used
the hit-and-run tactics taught by their leader, William Quantrill, to create vicious outlaw gangs in the post-
war West. Sarah’s husband John Mack died on October 9, 1870. Sarah then moved to Cottonwood Falls,
Kansas in 1871. Sarah was appointed postmistress under the US. Grant’s Administration. Sarah married
E W. Pinkston on December 12, 1876. E.W. was a farmer and stock-raiser. Sarah and E'W. lived on a farm
in Kansas for nearly 40 years, until the death of E.W. Sarah finally made it to California when she moved
to La Mesa in 1912 where she lived until her death on March 15, 1926 at the age of 88. Sarah was a
“prilliant intellect,” wrote articles for the county and the State of Kansas and served as a delegate to the
National Convention of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (prohibition). As an early settler in
Kansas, Sarah’s picture hung in Memorial Hall in Topeka, Kansas at one time in honor of her help in
making Kansas a free state.

On January 13, 1922, Sarah Pinkston quitclaims the property to W.L. and Z. Maria Wood. W.L.
Wood was probably the nephew of Sarah Pinkston.

On March 16, 1926, Osmund and Jennie Ritland purchased the property from the Woods.
Osmund and Jennie Ritland had three children: a daughter Marjorie and two sons Hubert and Osmund Jr.
Osmund Jr, was a teenager when he moved into the house and stayed until he joined the Air Force. Asa
teenager, Osmund Jr. was a paperboy and also worked at Elmer Drew’s garage. Hubert never lived in the
house, being out on his own at the time. He was a graduate of Stanford and later became a college
professor. Marjorie lived in the house only a short time until her marriage to a Vander Veer. Jennie was
born on May 29, 1880 in Huxley, Towa. She was a housewife. Osmund Sr. was a house painter at one time
and also a chiropractor, often called Dr. Ritland. His daughter-in-law Martha Ritland described Osmund Sr.
as a good, kind man who tried many thing but was never very successful. Osmund Sr. was unable to keep
up with the payments, so they sold the house to Otto P. Rickmeyer. Although Otto took over ownership,
they all continued to live together in the house, the Ritlands and Otto. After Osmund Sr’s death, Jennie
stayed on at the house as housekeeper for Otto until she went into a nursing home. She died on April 16,
1957 at the age of 76. Osmund Ritland Jr. joined the Air Force and became a Major General before retiring.
He logged nearly 10,000 hours as pilot and received the Distinguished Flying Cross and two Legions of
Merit awards. He married Martha Virginia Alsup in 1936. During his career, Osmund Jr. was an
experimental test pilot where his tested the majority of American aircraft used during World War II. He
served as commander of the Assam Air Depot in India and later assigned to a special weapons command in
New Mexico where he tested equipment in the development of nuclear weapons. He also was in charge of
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all aircraft participating in the Nevada providing grounds atomic test sites, for which he was awarded the
Legion of Merit for his achievements during these historic tests. In 1961, he joined the newly created space
systems division of the Air Force and later became deputy to the commander for manned space flights at
Andrews Air Force Base. Osmund Jay Ritland, Jr. died on March 23, 1991 at the age of 81. Osmund
Ritland Jr. even received an award 11 years after his death. His wife Martha Ritland resides in Rancho
Santa Fe.

Otto P. Rickmeyer was born in Germany on April 10, 1880. He was married to Helen and he was 2
dry goods salesman. He died on March 7, 1949 at the age of 68. Martha Ritland remembers Otto as a quiet,
good man who trusted the Ritlands.

The property continued to change hands at what could be described a “rapid pace.” Suzanne A.
Albert purchased the house from Otto Rickmeyer on May 23, 1947, Suzanne Albert lived in the house less
than a year before she sold it to George W. and Nellie G. Maynard on January 19, 1948. The Maynards
lived in the house until it was sold in a Sherriff’s Auction on November 16, 1949 to Englebert Christian
Kanters. Englebert Christian Kanters was born on May 26, 1889 in Michigan and died on November 29,
1951 at the age of 62 from leukemia. He was a civil engineer and participated in World War I. He sold the
property to Robert A. and Mildred B. Forcier. The Forciers sold the house to Charles W. and Rose
Bunce on July 28, 1952. The Bunces sold the house to Albert J. and Marilyn Hancock on February 23,
1954. The Hancocks were in the house 11 years before they sold the house to Paul A. Berry on March 19,
1963. On April 8, 1966, Sally Berry sold the house to Sarah L. Kurtz who was a real estate agent at the
time. Sarah was born on May 10, 1918 and died on October 15, 1998 at the age of 80. Six days after Sarah
Kurtz purchased the property, she sold it to Richard Bussy. On November 6, 1967, Richard and Jean
Bussy sold the house to Hilman C. and Jacqueline A. Imholz. Hilman was a newspaper pressmain for 42
years and actually worked at my same company for 7 years (The San Diego Union-Tribune) decades
earlier. On January 3, 1968, the Imholzs granted one-quarter interest to James R. and Winifried R. Jahn
and Charles D. and Frances Schreiber. Two years later, the Imholzs, Jahns and Schreibers all sold the
house to Shirley Bittner, on December 7, 1970. That same day, Shirley Bittner sold the house to Glenn A.
and Sharon D. Stevenson. During their stay, the Stevensons added the gingerbreading around the house
and the waterpump. Sharon Stevenson reported hearing footsteps coming down the stairs one day. Since
only she and her young daughter were in the house at the time, and her daughter was supposed to be
sleeping, she went 10 investigate. She discovered her daughter fast asleep. She was never able to explain
the footsteps she heard that night. The Stevensons stayed four years, selling on February 13, 1974 to
Michael A. and Jayne R. Gentile. The Gentiles sold to Peter C. and Beverly Horton on December 14,
1977. On January 23, 1979, the Hortons sold to Susan L. Scott. Susan Scott demolished the garage that
was in backyard in 1980. On December 18, 1989, Susan Scott sold the house to Judd and Mary Carson
and Angela Ann Carson, On October 5, 1993, Mary Carson quitclaims her portion of the house to Judd
T. Carson. On January 18, 2000, Judd and Angela Ann Carson sold the home to James S. and Priscilla
Reynolds. James Reynolds is an inspector for the City of San Diego. And on February 14, 2002, James S.
and Priscilla Reynolds sold the house to Stephanie Glazer. Stephanie is a copywriter/columnist/editor for
The San Diego Union-Tribune.
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9. SOURCES

Interview with Martha Ritland, April 15, 2002

Interview with Sharon Stevenson, February 25, 2002

Robertson House Historic resource Inventory Sheet, April 1982

Sanborn Insurance Map of La Mesa, October 1911

Sanborn Insurance Map of La Mesa, June 1929

San Diego City and County Directories

PBS Web site, www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/I_r/quantrill.him

1910 Census for La Mesa area, (listed under Mission Township)

County of Shasta County, death certificate, courtesy of Robin Bills

Obituary of Ray DeChaine, Redding Record-Searchlight, Dec. 3, 1979, courtesy of Robin Bills
Obituary of Harry L. Robertson on June 11, 1963, Santa Cruz Sentinel, courtesy of Joann Tracy
Obituary of Vada Robertson on July 29, 1990, Santa Cruz Sentinel, courtesy of Joann Tracy
Obituary of Englebert C.Kanters on Dec. 1, 1951, The San Diego Union-Tribune,

Photo of Sarah Pinkston, courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society

Obituary of Sarah Pinkston, courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society

Information on Sarah and E.W. Pinkston, William G. Cutler’s “History of the State of Kansas’
Obituary of Otto Rickmeyer on March 9, 1949 in The San Diego Union-Tribune

Obituary of Jennie Ritland on April 9, 1957 in The San Diego Union-Tribune

Obituary of General Osmund Jay Ritland on March 27, 1991 in The San Diego Union-Tribune
County of San Diego, Recorder’s Office, death certificate information

County of San Diego, Assessor's Office, title search information

Obituary of Sarah Pinkston, Topeka Capital, courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society
Photo of house in 1911, San Diego Historical Society

Obituary of Sarah Pinkston, March 18, 1826, The San Diego Union-Tribune

La Mesa Scout, Feb. 11, 1921

La Mesa Scout, May 13, 1921

Interview with Bernard Sherman, Jr., May 2002

Interview with Mary Nelson, May 2002

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Lot size: 3,485 square feet

11. FORM PREPARED BY:
Stephanie Glazer, April 21, 2002

APPLICATION PREPARED BY:

E:\cp2000\farms\ha ndouts\HistoricLandmarkApplication2.doc



Chain of Title
4572 Palm Avenue

January 29, 1907
C.C. Park and S.C. Grable
Book 409, pg. 81 of Deed

December 4, 1907

C C. Park and Franie B. Park and S.C. and Lillian M. Grable sold to
Mrs. R.L Christoffersen

Book 430, pg. 192 of Deeds

May 9, 1908

Mrs. R.L Christoffersen and husband A. Christofferson sold to
William L. Maxwell

Book 438, pg. 368 of Deeds

August 19, 1909
William L. Maxwell and Eva M. Maxwell sold to Harry L. Robertson
Book 468, pg 367 of Deeds

November 7, 1910
Harry L. and Vada Robertson sold to Mable and P .M. DeChaime
Book 507, pg.118

February 9, 1912
Mable and P.M. DeChaine sold to Mrs. Sarah A.L. Pinkston

Book 559, pg 272

January 13, 1922
Sarah Pinkston quitclaims to W.L. Wood

March 16, 1926
W L. Wood and Z. Maria Wood sold to Osmund G. and Jennie Ritland

Book 1190, pg. 202

May 23, 1947
Otto Rickmeyer sold to Suzanne A. Albert



January 19, 1948
Quzanne A. Albert sold to George W. and Nellie G. Maynard

November 16, 1949
Sold in Sheriff’s auction to En glebert Christian Kanters

July 28, 1952
Robert A. and Mildred B. Forcier sold to Charles W. and Rose Bunce

Book 4555, pg. 332

February 23, 1954
Charles W. and Rose Bunce sold to Albert J. and Marilyn Hancock

March 19, 1963
Albert J. and Marilyn Hancock sold to Paul A. Berry

April 8, 1966
Sally S. Berry sold to Sarah L. Kurtz

April 14, 1966
Sarah L. Kurtz sold to Richard F. Bussy

November 6, 1967
Richard F. and Jean B. Bussy sold to Hilman C. and J acqueline A.
Imholz

January 3, 1968
Hilman C. and J acqueline A. Imholz grants one-quarter interest to
James R. and Winifred R. Jahn and Charles D. and Frances Schreiber

December 7, 1970
Hilman C. and Jacqueline A. Imholz, James R. and Winifred R. Jahn,
and Charles D. and Frances Schreiber sold to Shirley Bittner

December 7, 1970
Shirley Bittner sold to Glenn A. and Sharon D. Stevenson

February 13, 1974
Glenn A. and Sharon D. Stevenson sold to Michael A. and Jayne R.
Gentile



December 14, 1977
Michael A. and Jayne R. Gentile sold to Peter C. and Beverly Horton

January 23, 1979
Peter C. and Beverly Horton sold to Susan L. Scott

December18, 1989
Susan L. Edwards (Scott) sold to Judd and Mary Carson and Angela

Ann Carson

October 5, 1993
Mary Carson quitclaims to Judd T. Carson

January 18, 2000 ‘
Judd Carson and Angela Ann Carson sold to James S. and Priscilla

Reynolds

February 14,2002
Tames S. and Priscilla Reynolds sold to Stephanie Glazer



City Directory Listings

Sarah Pinkston, 1912-1920
Isadora Barney, 1921-1923
Osmund & Jennie Ritland, 1924-1932
Otto Rickmeyer, 1933-1946
Jennie Ritland, 1947-1948
No record, 1949-1950

R. A. Forcier, 1951-1952
Vacant, 1953

Albert J. Hancock, 1954-1963
Carl Evans, 1964

David L. Ross, 1965
Clarence R. Peifer, 1966
Mrs. Audrey J.Butts, 1967
No return, 1968-1969

Shirley J. Bittner, 1970-1971
Allen G. Stevenson, 1972-1974
Mike Gentile, 1975-1978
Terence Bertsch, 1979

Susan Scott, 1980-1988

No return, 1990-1996

Gary Scott, 1997

No return, 1998

Judd Carson, 1999-2000
James Reynolds, 2001-2002
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Santa Cruz Sentinel Tuesday, June 11, 1963 pg.16 oblt
Harry Robsrtson, Retirad Building Contractor, Dies

Harry Leslie Robsrtson, & +etired San Francisco building contractor,
died unexpectedly at his home Sundzy . :

Reobartson was a contractor in San Francisco for 26 years. Before
moving to San Francisco be was & budlder in Ia Mesa and Orland.
Robertson, 77, came to Felton two and one-half years 2do. His homne was
at Hohway 9 and Glengary road, south of Felton. _

Ho was a former membeY and past master of La Mesa ILodge Fo. 107,
F&EM,

-nd Scottish Rite Bodies and BZen 211 Shrine Teople, Sacramento.
2obertson was also a former membar of the IOOF, both in La Mesa and
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Bernard D.) Sherman, oth of Felbor, a grandsorn, pernard Roland
Sherman,

Cakland; two brothers, A1 fred H. RORErtson, Cmzha, Neb., and Frank
Robertson, Tuolomne; Two sisters, Mrs. Myrtle Hackney, L&won Groves,
Calif., and Mrs. iottie Richardscn, Ventura.

Funeral services will be conducted at the Ferguson mortuary o0
+ 3 p.m. Rev. Noah J. Houk will officiate. Private cremation wi
collow at the ICOF crematory.
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My, Harry Tobertson and Miss:
vada Rowland were married ab
the Methodish pargonage in Lesxt-
inghon, Tuesday, April 20th. '09
by RevB: F. Gathers. 5

Thebride isone of Overtons® |
rost highly asteemed and ac-
complished young ladies and will |
pe sadley missed byher circleof
friends hére. The groom 1S &
siranger 1o Overton coming from |
near SanFrancisco Calif. bub for- |
merly of Nelson Nebr. and isto |
‘e congratulated in Tiis sUCCess
in winning fov awife one of Over-
toms’ fairest and hesy voung lu-
dies. A reception in fheir hon-
or held at the brides home, Wed-
nesday night was largaly abtend- "
od and enjoyed. many beaudful
and useiull presenisE w exe - tend-
ered them and e wigh for their
future SUecess and happiness. '

Wedding announcement of Harry L. Robertson and
Vada Rowland. Date unknown.
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LI word 1o ezch oiner,” he sald. “VWe've
hadonr Hrble ilis, and fhers's s heap

of fum in geliing things shraightened
ottt and we kies and let by-gones be
Ly-gones. That's our Wiy of having
& Tues. We get-things off of our chest
then moke up. Do you 4o st weye”
SAMELE BISCULES

Mrs, J. Tramk Robertsom, thelr
| anngnter-in-layy, sald she wowld lke
‘i Dave tne. vissors sample Mother
Tobartson's Pisenits. Two had heeld
jefh from the noon mesl. They Wers
buisered and jellied and served,
A -vT doomof use n speci oF sheriening
| in my-biscuits,” sald the B7-yenr bis-
cuit maker. “They are nice and light
nd-ould nol hurd anysody.”
Tiot bread once a day for UT Fears
s, mgraed, with M. Roperkaon. He

e

[ .
The Hest biscult maier
+E0r MONEY, marbles. Or

(!:[J.‘S':UEJ:sM e ) 4
one. of s Robertson's. golden
Japowm,, Dnify Blsonils, was measured.
Tt <wns hree inchss scross. Tor 5T
[years I Roberfson haos averaged)’
Cihyes of tiem daily—nine inches of
pizcuits o AT, 3095 inches In & Year,
-a total of 187,815 inches in AT vears,
“or s row of biseuits, i placed sidé by
side, shat would be thres miles’ long.
Some bisoulls!

Seated in thelr comf home, BMr. and
. Roberisen recounted soms ol the
interesting events in thelr 57 years-of
married 1.
DPRITHE THRQUGH SROW
17 on- HWow. 20, 18724, when e Bober-
‘soms ere maried, &% TLovingion, I,
4hey drove 20 miles with hotse and
puggy shrough 10 inenes: of suow o
“puy the- license. A Tew :_,rears_gf‘.;ea:
fneir marriage they went o Cornish,
eh., wherse they sook o homestead of
180 acres and buli o sod  Bouse.
Their family of plght—six of yhom
are living—was O s tne od house
out on @ blesk Webraska, praivie,
‘1 Thelr suryiving SCRS end, danghiers
.aTe  Mrs. Totiie Richardsol, ich- ' :
“mend, Ve, WS T4lllz Schaler, Pipe-. : : : hmqe Fept me Foung &t _'16, gnd.— Tve
stone; BN Alfred H. Tioberisemn, RN g : Sl TS, : A just got to nave Moy not biscnils oncs
3 Nel; Hamy Iu Roberlsen L 3 e il G o : : 2 dsT. -
hMpt}“ H:f E:ﬁ? s e have brepkiush, dimne m_\dl
<0 2L i cupper s our house.  Thatls woheb
it ‘ﬂfwai.m?ﬁ' ‘th&!}? wers 50 years agt, wad we aze |
ol E%ii mcr'vm' gfaanu’f just old fashinoed encuch o belizve
e Az }’.Eﬁ}phu-.' S 5 va in caliing them ihat wey. To lunshs
g :..::ui MI:& Fepestson ce? = | g% our liouss, winless you go to the
.'°w§'u3fa§’§§f§ﬂ;5umem Galifornia 8 | cupbosrd and help yourssif,”
veans ogo, dar. snd- Irs. FODEriSon: e
Givad in La Bicos {or eight years: THey |
nave- nine gm!idchiﬁtlr-m and  thed
snme numbesr of gffe;r‘-‘o—g‘ra.mdcbj.ldrmx |
| “T Thave -Degll married te  that|.
¥ wotnan tnree times,!” said M. Hobheri-
scm  “The first merriage erEInony
was performed 57 veals B0 agein
when we calerated oar silver anni-
vergory, and the thivd tims &%_our
‘golden  wedding celepration. Thaos
was n bl day for Ine, DECEUSC I
“kissert 80 women—Noill old and young
| —ama, T sl Dok geb- & count of the
YOUNEET (Nes whe went around o the
end of fhe. ling end repensed. Suess
they must have Yred ‘em.” .
et wes your wife doing =11 the
| wune yow wese kissing xo MRy
liavoment” he s 2seed.

‘sats wery few vegeiables he 5iys, ang
disilkes spinach. :
My wils snd Do Hiufly hiseuitz

iseoln,

The San Diego Union-Tribune, date unknown



Vada Robertson. Date unknown.



(left to right) Della, Effa and
Vada (with glasses) Rowland

(left to right) Harry L. Robertson, Vada Robertson,

' Mary Ruth Nelson (Vada's niece) and )
Mary Ruth's father "Uncle Lan" Harry L, Robertson, date unknown



and Barney Sherman Jr.,

: Helen Sherman, daughter;
ife;

3)

]

(left to right, front row) Yvonne Sherman, grandson's wi

grandson.

iversary, March 1981.

Vada Robertson (age 9

-law;

Vada Robertson at daughter's 50" wedding ann
, son-in

Ben Sherman Sr.




Cap[tola

_r‘_,__?-Vad:e; RoberfSOﬂ, -
who was born Aug.l

511D, 1888, wcs

" honored with a big™

p—arty Satu rday i LI

) - v -

NOT ONE CAKE, but two — |
along with a full dinner — were ;
served in honor of Nada Rob-
ertson’s 100th birthday Saturday |
atCapitola Gardens Apartments, |
with 175 guests to enjoy. |

‘A native of Concordia,’Kan., Mrs. |
Robertson was born Aug. 14, 1888. -

~ -She'moved to ‘Califoriia . when she

got married and worked as a sales- &
‘woman, apartment manager and |

homemaker, She’s_a-past matron ..

and life member Order of the East- |
ern.Star. :.n i

- She mofed"to bapltola in 1978

p.{ld— maintains a lively life — walks *
to-the grocery store and laundry, !

‘has her hair.done, reads, 'sews and .

plays bingo, attends the First Pres-
byterian Church and eats balanced

“meals. That's the secret, ‘she ‘says.

““And I don’t 'smoke. You know,
that has a great deal to do Wlth

J.)’
1T

T * * % g .

Newspaper announcement of Vada Robertson's 100 birthday. August 1988



Sarah Pinkston,
Kansas State Historical Society
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William Clarke Quantrill
(1837-1865)

Leader of perhaps the most savage fighting unit in the Civil
War, William Quantrill developed a style of guerrilla- warfare
that terrorized civilians and soldiers alike. Quantrill was born
in 1837 in Ohio, but little is known of his early life. It appears
that affer being a schoolteacher for several years, he
travelied to Uiah in 1858 with an army wagon train and
there made his living as a gambler, using the alias of Charles
Hart. Atter a year, he moved to Lawrence. Kansas, where he
was again a schoolteacher from 1859 to 1860. But his past
and predisposition soon caught up with him and, wanted for
murder and horse theft, Quantiifl fled to Missouri in lateé 1860.

Quantrill entered the Civil War on the Confederate side with enthusiasm. By late 1861, he was
the leader of Quantrill's Raiders, a small force of no more than a dozen men who harassed
Union soldiers and sympathizers along the Kansas-Missouri border and often clashed with
Jayhawkers, the pro-Union guerrilla bands that reversed Quantril's tactics by staging raids

‘from Kansas into Missouri. Union forces soon declared him an outlaw, and the Confederacy

officially made him a captain. To his supporters in Missouri, he was a dashing, free-spirited
hero. ’

The climax of Quantrill's guerifla career came on August 21, 1883, when he led a force of 450
raiders into Lawrence, Kansas, a stronghotd of pro-Union support and the home of Senator
James H. Lane, whose leading role in the struggle for free-soil in Kansas had made him a public
snemy to pro-slavery forces in Missouri, Lane managed to escape, racing through a cornfield
in his nightshirt, but Quantri!l and his men killed 183 men and boys, dragging some from their
homes to murder them in front of their families, and set the torch to much of the city.

The Lawrence Massacre led to swift retribution, as Union troops forced the residents of four
Missouri border counties onto the open prairie while Jayhawkers looted and burned everything
they left behind. Quantrill and his raiders took part in the Confederate retaliation for this
atrocity, but when Union forces dreve the Confederates back, Quantrill fled to Texas. His
guerrilla band broke up into several smalier units, including one headed by his vicious
lieutenant, “Bloody Bill" Anderson, known for wearing a necklace of Yankee scalps into battle.
Quantril himself was eventually killed on a raid into Kentucky in 1865.

Even after his death, Quantrill and his followers remained aimost folk heroes to their
supporters in Missouri, and something of this celebrity later rubbed off on several ex-Raiders -
- the James brothers, Frank and Jesse, and the Younger brothers, Cole and Jim —~ who went on
in the late 1860's to apply Quantrill's hit-and-run tactics to bank and train robbery, building on
his legacy of bloodshed a mythology of the Western outlaw that remains fixed in the popular
imagination.

The Program | People | Plzces | Events | Besourees | Lesson Plans | Quiz
© 2001 THE WEST FILM PROJECT and WETA
Credits
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William G. Cutler's History of the State of Kansas

CHASE COUNTY, Part 7

EPHRIAM W, PINKSTON, farmer and stock-raiser, Section 31, Range 20,
P. O. Ceddr Point, was born in Sullivan County, Ind., March 1, 1830. He wa
on a farm and resided in his native county until he attained his majority, His edtication:
advantages were very limited. He thed went to Iilinois, and there acquired an academic
education. He then enteréd mercantile life in Illinots, which he continued tmfil the Spring
of 1857, when he came t6 Kansas in April of that yeat. He located 2 clait Augirst 12, 0n
the-Cottonwood River in Cottonwood Township - then Wise Cotnty now Chasa'- and [&ft
lin charge of friends while he retimed to Indiatiolz and closed out his mereantile
business it which he had been engag d since April. Im April; 1858, he settled on-his
claitn, built a log cabin and began to make improvements. He has added to his farm by
subsequent purchases o that it contains 545 acres. He also owns 160 acres situated-on the
Cottonwood River one mile east of the home farm. He has placed valuable improverents
upon his farm including a substantial stone dwelling, a good barn, granary and other farm
buildings and an orchard of about three acres. He has about 300 acres umder cultivation
and 100 acres of timber land. His principal crops are com, wheat and rve. He keeps a
herd of abount 250 head of cattle, incloding some thoroughbred and High grad short-horn
stock. Mr. Pinkston has been a member of the Board of County Commissioners of Chase
Couaty for eight years. Has held the office of Treasurer of Cottonwood Tewnship one
term, and has held other local offices. One of the earliest settiers of Chase County, he has
ever since remained upon his original location, and although he came here with limited
means and has met with several reverses and lost considerable by fire upon two
occasions, he has by the exercise of industry, fruzality and cood business principles
placed bimself upon a level with the most prominent farmers in Chase County. He has
been twice married. His first wife was Miss Clara I. Young, of Cottenwood Township,
whom he married May 12, 1867. She was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 24, 1848;
came to Kansas in May, 1866; died Jannary 10; 1875. They had four children, of whom
Haitie M. and Florence L. are now living, He married Mrs. Sarah A. L. Mack of
Lawrence, December 12, 1876. Mrs. E. W. Pinkston was Sarah A. Lyon, youngest
daughter of William and Elizabeth Lyon; was born May 2, 1837, in Richland County,
Oho; received a good school education; and in 1854, came West wih her parents, two
sisters and one brother. Affer a sojoutn of four weeks in Independence, Mo., the family
moved iato Kansas. On the Tast Sunday in July, 1854, they stopped to rest on the very
ground where pow stands the State University. From fhat elevated position no sign of
human habitation could be seen except down near the river a few logs were laid up: The
family decided that it must be a deserted Indian Jod ge; it proved to be the foundation of a
house on a claim taken by a Missourian who bad returned to his home in Missouri. Two
weeks later the first company came from New England, bought oat the Missouri settler
and located the city of Lawrence. Three miles farther west, on the old Califorriia road, the
father located a claim and commences mpréving it. Many a weary, hungry claim hunter
found rest and comfort in the hospitable home. Sarah, then seventeen years old. walked
the three miles to the city of tents to attend divine services; heard Rev. S. Y. Lum preach
the first sermon ever preached in the city of Lawrence. She was the first young lady in

William Cuttler's "History of the State of Kansas,"
Kansas State Historical Society



Lawrence. Was married November 23; 1857, to John W. Mack, who was born in Milton,
Mass., February 10, 1835. They lived thirteen happy years together; o children; he died
October 9,. 1870. He came here a yoiing frian of ninefeen years with no foftune but 2
strong, robust constitution and a willing Heart and hand to take hold of any work by
which he could make an honest Tiving. He will be remembered by many old seitlers as the

cheery, hospitable landlord of the Cincinnati House of Lawrence. He was Orderly
Sergeant in Compariy A, a volunteer company of Border Ruffian times. He was in the
employ of the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company and United Stafes Express Company
ceveral years priot to-his death, He was expiess messenger on the L, L. & G. R. R., when
he was taken sick from exposure and overwork and laid down the burden of life with
riany friends around him. His widow was married December 12, 1876, 1o Ephraim W.
Pinkston, of Cedar Point, Chase County.

httpy/fwww.ukans edu/cartie/kancoll/books/eutler/chase/ch ase-co-p7.html
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Son, early day Chase county pi-

Cing of Lawrence hy Quantrill and

~on the site that is now occupied

the eye f}‘or_n the hill. - C l

f She was ‘married 16 John

iAlack whose  death  geeurroq
18700 The following year ghe ca
o . Cottonwood  Falls  and - 11
Wwith ber sister, drs . N..Wo
[Shortly afterwards she was

Topeka Capital sipointed postmistresy is
A =41 Clpos stress at this ple
March 25, 1926 iunder U. S Grant's administ

dion. Tn 1S7TR ghe was married
Y. Pinliston. ;

Mrs. Pinkston had swrilten ma
cirticles, giving first hand inforn
iion of those trouhlesome y v wh
Quantrill and his men were raidi
KNansas' towns of the castern pa
©f the state and killing and hurnh
A5 they went: She saw the mussac

‘ % 4 : : af Lawrence iz all its frightfr
: 1 i ; . : VINEER, ‘
L! EﬁgN )ﬁj ] Sﬂﬁl QEB Abothe time Mues Dinkston can

fo Chitse connty there were no rai

G E’ ; Sroads this side of Kansas City an
’J 3 Jdhie mode of fravel-wasg hy horé

Al : Shack ov with ox wagons or {eams
: The settlers, were v apart am
the Tondians and ‘huffalo were com

Mrs. E. W. Pinkston Came mon. |
. s ; i Mo Pinkston jg shevired I
To KanSB.S I 1854 . one daughter \x'hol 1 lllf‘ri O('D. A

— ' Fllsworth, of San Dicga, Calirl.

With Her Parents She Camped on i‘
Site of University Before Scliool ’
{'ame Into Being.

Cottonwood IFalls, Kan., Xarch
Cbh—(Special)-——Ars. . W. Pinks-

oneer  and eye witness of the sack-

Liis band, 'is dead.

Mrg. Pinkston, who wag famil-
iarly known in Chase county as
“luntie” IPinkston, was born  in
Hichland county, Ohiu, 1S37. Iler
death occurred at I.a Mesa, Calif.,
where she has beeu residing for
xeveral  years.: IPuneral  services
will he held af Cedar Loint Loorss
day afternoon.

Mrso Pinkston came to Kansas
with - her parents, \William  and |
Flizabeth  Lyon, in 1834 They
camped in Lawrence that spring.

hy Kansag university. At that thwe.
there svas only onme farm visible to!

R A MRS, E. W. PINKSTON



Santa Cruz Sentinel, July 29, 1990

RICEMEYER—Otto Paul. Erickson-An- |
derson Mortuary, N |

-The San Diego Union-Tribune, March 9, 1949
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Services for Ray L. Ue ine of
reddmg will be eonducied 'ﬂ; 2 DM,
Tuesday at L\aﬁ'mre;; C‘}ape’i in Bed-

ding.
The Rev. Roger E. Chamberizain of
the F’;Eiez'z}:‘*_sn Community _”lL‘L’ of

R

"
)

od will officiate. we"ﬁza‘t on will be
rodowed by Inurnment at ] ’W:E@?%Sf
dernorial Park,

e
e

Mr. DeChaine died Saturday at Me-

morial Hospital in Redding. He was

Redding Record-Searchlight,
Dec. 3, 1979

EAXTER Englebery C. Husband c(’
Kanlers. Palher of Rob<
ert Kanjers, Brotber of Mri, k!
n. Bervicess Bat: 11 r.m)
Greeawodd Mortuary. H-cmglnz vﬂl
lie" in sthte unill Men. noon.
terment (reenwood Memoridl ?n'L'

The San Diego Union-Tribune, Dec. 1, 1951



Gen. O.J. Ritland;
WartJmtestpﬁol—

" Relired U8, Alr Force MET Gen

“Demond J. Ritland died Saburizy of 2 Focal-- -
beart attack "at Scripps Memorial ;
Hospital. Ee was 81.. Les Gates, Calif, and five grandehil-

.In a military career spanning 27 . dren .- |
years;. Gen. Ritland logged pearly A memorial service will be at 1
10,000 bours 2s a pilot and received p.m. Tvesday at the Miramar \.{ral
the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Station chapel
two Legions of Merit |

Gen. Ritland was born in Ber- |
thoud, Colo. He attended San Diego |
State College, before starting his mil-
itary career in 1932,

He was married in 1936 to the for-
mer Martha Virginia Alsup of Sap
Diego. After a five-year hiatus from
the military, during which be worked
as a pilot for United Airlines, Gen
Ritland returned to active cuty 2s an
experimental test pillot

In this capacity, be tested the ma-
jority of Arnerican aircraft used dur-
ing World War II, and received the
Distinguished Flving Cross.

On several occasiops, Gen Ritland
made emergeacy landings because of
fires or structural failures in flight.

In 1843, be parachuted from 2 : T e oy ‘
burning British Mesquito bomber Jenn'e Rfﬂﬂnd Rli‘es
- seconds bafore it exploded in the air. S h d ! . j
The force of cztzpulting from an zir-
craft at 370 miles an hour spapped C e u ed E‘Or TOda 1
some of the lines of his parachute, \
leaving only a portion of the canopy II‘S Jennie thland {6 of
to slow his fzll He suffered a broken 4834 Art St a I‘eSIde t h
back but returedto‘:o-'x within two since 1924 drled T dn ere
months. ues ay H'l a
In 1844, be was trpsierred lo Asia hospitat— .
and served zs commander of the 4 oh SUTVI'V ors inel &de~&|
Asszm Air Depot in India until 2846, augnter, Mrs, P-'Iarjor'je Van
Gen Ritland later was assigned to der- '\}eer of S D b
a special weapons command in New 4n viego; and tw 0
Mexzico, where he tested equipment SOI‘IS" Hubert &H&vogmﬂﬁd:hbﬂ
in the developrment of nuclear weap- of Lo
ors. be ot i Angeles. Services will
He was also in ¢k f all air- a
,Cra.’t= ::'i‘.icipatli.il;ia:gzb: :‘i‘ev::ira And p m. tOday at Er,l.CkSOH'|
proving grounds atormic test sites. He |- nderson Mo ﬁuar}f. i

was awarded the Legion of Merit for ' [
his achjevements during these histor- ;
ic tests.

Gen, Ritland zttended the Industri- . . . .
al College of the Armed Forces and The San Diego Union-Tribune, April 9, 1957

Jlater worked as the chief of the Alr
Force_ Atomic Energy Division In
1959, he was promof.ed to major gen-
eral.

- In 1951, he jolned the newly creat-
ed space systemns division of the Air
Force. The following year he was
named deputy to the commander for
manped space flight at Andrews Air
Force Base,

After retiring from active dz.ty in
1963, Gen. Ritland worked for five
years as vice president for launch
_eperations at McDoannell Douglas.

Basides his wife, be is survived by ,'
two datighters, Kathleed Monto;va of :
Fremont, Calif., and Susan Kosich of

The San Diego Union-Tribune, March 27, 1991



