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The Wetherell Residence is located at 8760 Alpine Avenue, lot number 126, in the
Highlands area of the city of La Mesa “The Jewel of the Hills.” Designed by highly
regarded San Diego architect C.J. “Pat” Paderewski (1908-2007) the home is a classic
example of Mid-Century modern style. The home is located at the top of Alpine Avenue
on the corner of Mission Bell Lane. It was once part of the property of the Hyatt House lot
125, which has historical designation. The home was built in 1954-55 for engineer John
G. Wetherell and his wife Elizabeth. The contractor was Teyssier and Teyssier Corp. of
San Diego known for building the Ocean Beach Pier.

The area has a rural feel with no sidewalks, large growth trees and mature
landscape. There are circular native rock walls in front with one continuing up part of the
sloping driveway. The landscape has been planted to retain the Mid-Century look with
mostly low lying native plants and appropriate trees. As one walks up to the house there
is a long covered entry, high red brick planter, concrete porch and double entry doors.
With the house sitting at the top of the hill, there is an unobstructed view to the west from
the front yard, living room, and two front bedrooms. The North Park water tower and other
downtown buildings are in the distance with Nebo Hill in the foreground.

Designed in 1954 and built in 1955, the single story home incorporates the Mid-Century
design methods of post-and beam construction, allowing for features such as open
beamed, or vaulted, ceilings as well as floor to ceiling window and door expanses, which
create an indoor-outdoor appearance. The entry to the house as well as the back patio
both have vaulted open beamed designs with the entry being a covered roof to protect
from rain and the rear patio being open to allow light into the surrounding rooms. The
living room has an expansive vaulted open beamed ceiling and five floor to ceiling
windows across the entire room facing a southwestern view. The dining room has a large
floor to ceiling window and sliding door that creates a full room view to the rear patio.

Exterior elements:

Typical of Mid-Century modern design, most walls are stucco except the wood siding on
the south and west walls of the entry which is made of large width overlapped vertical
boards with horizontal boards at the ridge peak. The garage door is the original vertical
board swing door which reflects the siding design. Portions of all sides of the eaves are
extended out for design, and for reducing the effects of the sun while the fascias at the
ridge lines are angled out also for design. The fascia boards are wide and angled for
design, and the gutters are hung on custom trim boards to have a matching look.
The roof is flat and drops to a lower garage roof which are now composition shingle
replacing the original wood shake roof for fire protection. All roof vents except one on
the garage are on the rear creating a cleaner look from the street.
Windows are original metal casements set in wood frames and original picture
windows withthe exception of the west facing picture windows in the living room which
have been replaced with dual paned matching metal windows to decrease UV heat
transmission and increase energy savings. On either end of the living room, in the



kitchen, in the master bath, and in the guest bath are original Jalousie windows which
are made of angled glass slats and are typical of Mid-Century design.

Interior Elements

The house is mostly rectangular with the rear bedroom on the northwest and the
kitchen, laundry, and garage on the southeast projecting out in back while the living
room projects out several feet in the front. The house is built on a concrete slab and
the walls and ceilings are made of button board and sand textured plaster.
The main living area is 2320 sq.ft. and has an entry, living room, dining room, kitchen,
laundry, pantry, three bedrooms, and two and half baths. The bedrooms are larger
than average being 15x16, 13x16, and 13x17. There are long floor to ceiling sliding
closet cabinets in two bedrooms and hall. Originally there was a small office off the
kitchen, but it was converted into a walk in closet near what is now designated the
master bedroom. That bedroom’s closets were removed to enlarge the living space.
The only other change to the interior floor plan was the removal of two narrow shelf
dividing walls between the kitchen and the dining room.
Floors are all original oak parquet(main house), tile(full baths), and vinyl(laundry,half
bath) except the master bedroom that has been carpeted. The living room chimney is
made with 12 inch narrow brown bricks, a large opening, long brick hearth, and
copper clad mantle. Interior passage doors and sliding closet doors are slab and jams
are framed with metal bull nosing. All door and cabinet hardware is original. Ceiling
light fixtures are all original except a ceiling fan in the master bedroom.
The kitchen is completely original except for the appliances and sink faucet. Cabinets
are stained birch, counters are red linen patterned formica, the double sink is in the
corner with two corner windows facing the rear patio. A laundry, half bath, pantry, and
closet are between the kitchen and garage entry.
All bath tile, sinks(3), tub(1), faucets, wall heaters, lighting, and cabinetry is completely
original except the two full bath toilets which have been replaced, but with the correct
matching fixture colors of yellow and pink.



ADDENDUM 

THE J. G. WETHERELLS 

 Mr. John Gamble Wetherell and his wife Elizabeth S. Wetherell became 
joint tenants of land described as “that portion of Lot 126 of La Mesa Highlands 
Tract…” in a Grant Deed, dated October 14, 1954. 

While there are available records detailing the permitting and building of a 
new home on the lot, only a few records could be obtained about the couple 
themselves. Through some research and also anecdotal conversations with 
neighbors on Mission Bell Lane, some information on the Wetherells can be 
shared.  

John Wetherell was a civil engineer who worked for the railroad. On U.S. 
Draft Registration Card copies, one from WWI and another WWII, as well as U. S 
Federal Census Registration forms, Wetherell listed his place of employment in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, at the age of 28, for the Chicago Milwaukee St. Paul 
and Pacific Railroad, and then later in 1930, at the age of 41, he described his 
employment as a civil engineer for the railroad, listing his employer as Chicago 
Milwaukee St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company out of the Union Station in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. References to work he was involved with and comments 
from employees who worked for him were detailed in several journal excerpts 
obtained from an internet search.  

Census and draft registration forms listed home addresses in both 
Minneapolis at the age of 28, and then on a 1930 US Federal Census, Wetherell 
was listed as a resident of Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1930.  He lived there with his 
spouse Elizabeth, who is also on record as a resident. On the inside of a 
Progress Record Diary notebook that Wetherell kept, he notes a La Mesa 
address of 8484 Dexter Drive, and for the diary to be returned there, if found. A 
phone number is also listed HO-9-7552. 

Earlier records show that Wetherell was born on February 5, 1889 in 
Delaud, Florida. He was a first generation-born U. S. Citizen, with his father 
having been from England and his mother from Canada. On March 27, 1915, 
Wetherell married Elizabeth Shaw in Jackson County, Missouri. They did not 
have children.    

At some point the Wetherells moved to California, probably for retirement 
according to neighbors, and records show that they purchased the land to build 
the 8760 Alpine Avenue home October 14, 1954.  Wetherell kept a Progress 
Record notebook, a diary, as he called it, detailing many specifics about the 
construction of the home as well as the landscape info. In Wetherell’s Progress 
Record that journals the details of the 8760 Alpine house construction, Wetherell 
notes on October 14th, that he “Purchased lot from Pierce Realty Co. for $4,500.”  
Further on that same date, Wetherell states that he “engaged architects. 
Paderewski, Mitchell, and Dean to make plans for house.”  In addition, Wetherell 
took interesting and accurate photographs of the progression of preparing the lot 



for building, the stages from foundation to framing, to completing the construction 
of the home.  

Neighbors remember him in his later years, as someone who enjoyed 
sitting on his porch and visiting. Mr. Wetherell also made the rounds visiting with 
other neighbors as well, spending time on their porches (see photo of Mr 
Wetherell, donated by neighbor Guy Halgren), weekly going with some of them 
for a meal at a local spot Margaret’s in La Mesa As a young boy, Guy Halgren 
said that in Mr. Wetherell’s retirement, he still enjoyed recalling the work he had 
done as lead engineer in laying out the rail lines that went through the Rockies.  
Guy said that he spent hundreds of hours with Mr. Wetherell, who by this time in 
his later years had developed problems with his eyes, but still wanted to study his 
maps with Guy’s help and tell railroad stories.  Several letters to the editor to the 
San Diego Tribune show he could be a concerned citizen, who apparently 
enjoyed voicing his opinions.  When the Wetherell’s went on vacation, Guy said 
that Mr Wetherell often left him with a series of organized notes, ever the 
engineer, that plotted out exactly when to water what plant and to how to attend 
to other house matters.  Neighbors recall the Wetherell’s as the sweetest couple.  
If one was ever invited to the home for a dinner, Mrs. Wetherell set the table with 
her finest linens and dishes.  In fact, she often had the dinner set this way for just 
the two of them! 

Wetherell’s wife “Betty” as he referred to her, predeceased him sometime 
in the 1970s. Mrs. Wetherell and her husband had asked her nephew Roger L. 
Shaw to look after the health and personal matters of the couple.  Wetherell 
passed away on June 16, 1983, in San Diego. Mr. Shaw became the Executor of 
the Will and Estate of John Gamble Wetherell. The home and property of the 
Wetherells was then granted to the nephew Roger L. Shaw on May 14th, 1985.  
Neighbor Guy Halgren recalls Roger Shaw as a gourmet cook, who taught Guy 
how to make some dishes. In addition to safeguarding the original interior and 
exterior of the Wetherell residence, along with the biggest and most beautiful 
avocado tree in the neighborhood said Guy Halgren, nephew Roger Shaw kept 
up the tradition of taking care of the trees and garden that had been planted by 
the Wetherells in the vacant lot across the street that had also been owned by 
the Wetherells.   
 



Statement of Significance
Mid Century Design and C. J. Paderewski

Criteria C: It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship.

The Wetherell home is significant under Criteria C for being built in the Mid Century
design style which is now recognized by scholars as an important design movement
from the 1940's to the 1960's. Typical design elements include flat planes, geometric
lines, a variety of building materials, and an integration with nature. The exterior design
embodies straight lines un-adorned by decoration. Exteriors include glass walls, stucco,
wood siding, while often using native materials such as stone or brick. Common to the
design is the use of post and beam construction which allows for large floor to ceiling
windows and doors which create an indoor/outdoor feel. They typically have open floor
plans and have patios that function as outdoor rooms.

As was noted in the description of the house in the previous section, the Wetherell
home incorporates many of the Mid Century design characteristics. The exterior is
single story with a flatter gabled roof creating a linear, rectangular design that allows
the home to be integrated into the top of the hill. The living room is post and beam with
a vaulted wood ceiling and large floor to ceiling windows. The wall between the dining
room and patio is also post and beam allowing for a large floor to ceiling window and
door creating the indoor/outdoor feel. Visable from the exterior is the brick chimney to 
the Mid Century modern fireplace, which upon entry is the centerpiece to the living room 
with it’s off-center, large corner firebox. Mid Century elongated brick is set off by a 
copper mantle and the original mohogany wood panels(now painted) reach to the 
vaulted ceiling. The home also incorporates the common Mid Century materials of 
stucco, wood siding, brick, and stone with the front entry retaining wall made from native 
rock and the linear porch high wall planter being from elongated horizontal brick.

The house retains a high degree of integrity. The exterior and interior of the house are
almost completely original. On the exterior only the roof has been changed from the
original shake to composition and the living room picture window glass has been
replaced with appropriate metal framed dual paned windows. On the interior the only
structural changes are the original small office was converted to a master closet, an 
open shelf divider wall was removed between the kitchen and the dining room, and a 
bank of closet cabinets was removed in one bedroom. The only other interior
changes are newer appliances, two new toilets and additional recessed lighting.

Criteria D. It is representative of the notable work of an acclaimed builder, designer, or
architect.

The Wetherell home is significant under Criteria D for being designed by San Diegan C. 
J. Paderewski of “Paderewski, Mitchell, and Dean AIA”. Know as San Diego’s “Mr.
Architect,” Clarence Joseph “Pat” Paderewski(1908-2007) designed more that 200



schools, and many commercial and residential projects. He was born in Cleveland Ohio 
and moved to Los Angeles in 1920. He completed his BA in Architecture from Cal 
Berkeley in 1932. After moving to San Diego in 1935 he began teaching drafting and 
architecture in the San Diego Unified School District. He also taught in a War training 
program and at U.C.S.D.
Paderewski opened his first office in 1944 and went on to partner with Delmar S. 
Mitchell and Louis A. Dean. He was recognized as the first architect to use colors in 
elementary schools, designed the first school to use radiant heat(in floor heating), 
created the first pre-fabricated plywood wall and roof systems, and designed the first all 
glass hydraulic elevator on the front of the San Diego El Cortez Hotel. Among many 
business leadership roles he was president of the San Diego Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects starting in 1948.

Well know in the San Diego civic community, Paderewski was considered one of the 
leaders of the Polish community in San Diego and was one of the founders of the 
House of Poland in Balboa Park. He was a member of the Red cross, Salvation Army, 
Lions Club, the San Diego Symphony Association, among others.
He was also second cousin and oldest living relative of the famous Polish musician, 
composer, and statesman Ignacy Jan Paderewski and authorized the return of 
his uncle’s body to Poland 51 years after his death in New York City. Ignacy had asked 
that his remains only be returned to Poland, which Germany controlled when he died in 
1941, when his country was free. C.J. flew on Airforce II with the body and was met by 
President Lech Walesa in Warsaw.

Selected Work:

The most recognizable projects that are attributed to Paderewski are his commercial 
works although he also designed many residences. He designed the geodesic dome 
gymnasium at Palomar College, Coronado City Hall, Cal Trans Old Town offices, and 
the Stardust Hotel, along with countless other public and private commisions. 

Two of his more recognizably designs are Anthony’s Fish Grotto in La Mesa, and the 
Bowlero Bowling Center that is now the Scottish Rite Center in Mission Valley. Awards 
of merit were given for the East Terminal at the San Diego Airport and the San Diego 
County General Hospital. 

Residential projects include the Paderewski’s personal Residence on Kalmia Place in 
South Park, Tim Hallahan Residence at 5686 Dorothy Way, Residence at 1555 Loring 
Street, Residence on the corner of Madera Drive and Calvin Way, and the J.G Wetherell
Residence (the first owners of the 8760 Alpine Avenue home).



Planned Improvements:

The original design, footprint, and structure of the home remain intact and in good 
condition and although no remodeling is anticipated, there is on-going maintenance that 
must be addressed to keep the authentic building functionally and asthetically sound.

Expected work:
Exterior:
1. Care of original wood surfaces including termite/dryrot repair, replacing deteriated
wood, and paint upkeep.
2. Care of original stucco surfaces including patching cracks, water sealing, and paint

upkeep.
3. Maintenance of roof, original gutters, original chimney.
4. Maintenance of original porch and patio floors, concrete walls, stone wall, driveway

concrete, and updated fencing.
5. Maintenance of updated sprinklers, faucets, drip irrigation, and landscaping.
6. Maintenance of original and updated lighting and electrical.

Interior:
1. Maintenance of many original interior finishes such as flooring, tile, walls, doors,

windows, formica, cabinetry.
2. Maintenance of original plumbing fixtures, sinks, drains, faucets and pipes.
3. Maintenance of original lights and original and updated electrical.



Sources

Photos: Early photos from estate of John G. Wetherell
 Current photos by Donald L. Cary

Floorplan: Full original plan set of C.J. Pederewski

Maps:
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2. Map 2064-La Mesa Highlands Tract 3
3. Aerial view
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Deseret News: “San Diego Relatives Will Witness Polish Patriot Reburial”, June 23 
1992

Deseret News: “Pioneer Remembered for Her Skills in Aircraft Design”, July 24 2013

Digital Public Library of America: Jobs 2374 C.J. Paderewski San Diego CA 1957

La Jolla Light: Cecelia Paderewski obituary

Modern San Diego Web site: Midcentury Architects-C.J.Paderewski

National Council of Architects Registration Board: PDF In Memoriam

Pinterest.com: Church by C.J. Paderewski

Poles.org: Poles in America Foundation History of C.J. Paderewski

Poloniasf.org: News of Polonia, Pasadena CA July 2007

San Diego Union Tribune: C.J. Paderewski obituary



Geographical Data:

EXIBIT “A”

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN THE CITY OF LA 
MESA, IN THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, STATE OF CALIFINIA, AND IS DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

That portion of Lot 126 of La Mesa Highlands Tract No. 3 in the city of La Mesa, County 
of San Diego, Sate of California, according to Map thereof No. 2064 filed in the Office of 
the County Recorder of San Diego County, October 7, 1927, lying Southerly of a line 
that begins at a point on the Westerly boundary of said lot, distant thereon South 9 13’ 
West 5281 feet from the Northwest corner thereof runs North 89 06’ East 154.42 feet, 
more or less, to an intersection with the Easterly boundary of Lot 127 of said La Mesa 
Highlands Tract No. 3 together with that portion of Alpine and Mission Bell Lane 
adjoining the Southerly and Southwesterly line of said Lot 126, closed and vacated by 
Resolution No 631 recorded January 10, 1936 in Book 459 Page 287 of official records.

APN: 494-494-05-00



Documentation and Resources



Chain of Title
Cary Residence
8760 Alpine Ave La Mesa CA 91941

1. 1954: Transfer of land from Auren M. Pierce and Jeanne A. Pierce to John G.
Wetherell and Elizabeth S. Wetherell
2. 1985: Transfer of land and home from John G. Wetherell to Roger L. Shaw
3. 2005: Transfer from Meldon Merrill Successor Trustee of the Roger Shaw Trust to

Elliot Mercer and Bree Mercer
4. 2012 Transfer from Elliot Mercer and Bree Mercer to Larry Richards
5. 2015 Transfer for Larry Duane Richards, Trustee and Pamela Diane Richards,

Trustee of the Richards Family Trust to Donald L. and Nancy C. Cary





















Contemporary Photographs
 (Photos by Donald L. Cary)





Fig. 1: Corner of Alpine Avenue and Mission Bell Lane looking northeast.

Fig. 2: Driveway entrance looking northeast.



Fig 3. View of entryway looking north.

Fig. 4 View of entry looking east.



Fig. 5: View of front of house looking northeast.

Fig. 6: Livingroom windows looking northeast.



Fig. 7: Left front of house looking east.

Fig. 8: Garage looking .





Fig. 11: Northeast corner of back of house looking northwest.

Fig. 12: Rear courtyard looking north.



Fig. 13: Rear courtyard looking west.

Fig. 14: Rear courtyard looking south.



Fig.15: Back of house looking west.

Fig.16: Back of garage looking southwest.



Fig. 16: South side of garage looking east.

Fig.17: Detail: Angled eave.



Fig. 18: Detail: Jalousie windows.

Fig.19: Detail: Custom light.





Fig. 20: Living room view looking west.

Fig. 21: Livingroom fireplace looking north. Note brick and copper mantle.



Fig. 22: Entry looking southwest

Fig. 23: Dining room looking north. Note indoor/outdoor living.



Fig.24: Dividing wall between livingroom and diningroom.

Fig. 25: Hall cabinets. Similar cabinets in bedrooms.



Fig. 26: View south into courtyard from northeast bedroom.

Fig. 27: View south from southwest bedroom.



Fig. 28: Kitchen looking north(note original red linen formica, birch cabinets, and door pulls)

Fig.29: Original sink with corner window looking to courtyard(newer faucet)



Fig.30: Bath looking north. Note original mirror wall sconces, custom sinks, cabinets, glass, and tile

Fig.31: Detail: Original bath tile.



Fig. 32: Detail: Original bath sink and faucet, and tile.

Fig. 33: Detail: Original bath sink and faucet, and tile.



Fig.34: Detail: Original dining room light.

Fig.35: Detail: Original oak parquet floor.



Historical Documents



Fig. 36: Architect C.J. Paderewski in front of glass elevator on El Cortez Hotel.

Fig. 37: Original architect’s rendering of home (1954).



Fig. 38: Original floor plan.

Fig. 39: Original elevations. 



Fig.40: Contract docs and specs for Wetherell home.

Fig.41: Progress record kept by John C. Wetherell.



Fig.42: Detail of progress report. Note Oct 14 1954: “Engaged Architects, Paderewski-Mitchell-Dean”.





Historical Photos
(Photos by J.G. Wetherell)



Fig.43: Lot 126 before construction with the Hyatt house on lot 125 in background.

Fig. 44: Early foundation work.



Fig.4  Forming the foundation.

Fig. 4 : Framing looking at back courtyard.



Fig.4 : Finished house looking north. Note original lights in entry.

Fig. 4 : Finished house looking east.



Fig. 4 : Start of native stone wall.

























Paderewski Projects



Figs.  and : Architect C.J. Paderewski Projects:
Anthony’s fish grotto in La Mesa and Bowlerama in Mission Valley(now Scottish Rite Center)



Figs. 5  and 5 : C.J. Paderewski projects:
Palomar College Geodesic Dome and Caltrans office building Old Town



Fig.5 : Architect C.J. Paderewski projects:
Private Residence at Madera and Calvin Way



Maps













Related Newspaper Articles
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