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“This year our annuatl meetlng will be

‘held in one of La Mesa's earliest remalnrng-f

buildings, the Central Congregatlonal
Church's HiTL Chapel ‘constructed in 1911

as the Congregatlonalists‘ flrst sanctuary b

" The church will be: celebrating its 75th:.

°_anniversary in NovemBer, and the Socnety
- invites memEers and frlends to..learn. about\

desngned by Loums GL

“La Mesa citizens who made the construction
of these bufldings possible.
as Porter, Light, Upp, Russell,
‘will be among those featured.

Names such
and Finley"

aSTWell as the earlYf:?

by Dr. George :Holland. Dr.

We will be meetlng in the Hil11 Chapel at.
1:15 pam. for ‘feltowship and refreshments.
Please bring a dessert that will serve six
to eight people; Beverages will be provided.
An exhibit of-photographs and-other materi=
als will trace the development of the

:”'church and .docents will give tours of the
" sanctuary, pointingout. some“of its out-"

s such as the memorial-

'f*stalne;gglass~wtndows and ‘the organ.

A brief bustness meet|ng and election. of.

the 1984-1985 Board. of Directors will then.

Be held, followed by a slide presentation
Holland will be
showing slides of some-of Colorado's old

"gold mining towns of the.late 1800's and

will. hlghngbt two . of the state's. most
famous millionairesses of -that perlod-—

' Baby.Doe Tabor and the Unsinkable Molly.
“‘Brown, -Besides- Being a member of the. :
3Socxety,; HolTand ‘is Deputy Sheriff of

_the San Diego Corral of Westerners, :an .
"organlzatlon devoted to. researchlng and..
~ writing about people and events in the

history of the west. He has. traveled
extenslvely throughout Colorado with his |
nd.is most knowledgeab]e

(contlnued on next page)




(continuedgffom page 1)

The Nomxnatlng Commtttee has submitted

the following slate for the 1984-1985 year£

Patr1c1a Kett]er
‘Donna Regan
Mabet Perrapato
Edith Olmstead
~Kay "Kester™ -

President .
1st Vice- PreS|dentf
2nd Vice-President: -
3rd Vice- PreSIdent
‘"Secretary o
.. Treasurer .

Directors 198h ]986

Henrietta Scﬁupbach
Anita Underwood ..
Nadine Washburn

Nominating Committee: ﬁenna“ReQah” S
(chairman), JoAnn Knutson, James Orsborn,
Mabel Perrapato, and Henrietta Schupbach

urer.

Directors 1983- 1985
Brice Lockwood. '

became the recxplent of an ‘ex
_generous contribution from the  McK fro
family. in April of this. year when Joyce)

McKinney and his wife Ruth canceled the
balance of the Society's promlssory ‘note ‘to-
This note formed one-third- lntere t

them.:
in the first trust deed on the McKinney"
House and at theé ‘time of cancellation -
the balance was $7, 240.27: The ‘Society
has made ‘payments on & “second trust deed:
since the McKlnney House was. purchased '
in 1975 and Began to make payments on the
first trust deed in-May, 1981,

house. "in June of 1983 Mrs.
‘the widow of Joyce's older brother Cromwell,
canceled the balance of the Society's note
to her.
ments to Donald McKinney on ‘the remaining-

one-third interest in the first trust deed.
The Society is deeply appreciative of this

gift .and of the continuing support.shown byﬂ

~ Joyce and Ruth McKlnney and the entlre

MK innev fami v

John Ahern will serve 3556550943FeuT’”"

JoAnn Knutsony: ;s s

"kfegjtures within designated historic districts.
Under the proposed program,

when Donald’
McKlnney was no longer able: to Tive in the
Marie McKinney;

‘The Society continues to make pay-~

May 13-10,1084

Preservation Week
Mmmﬂhﬂ&mmmh&wmm

. . ;HlSTORIC PRESERVATION LOAN PROGRAM
.. C1 ,xfford,../\__s.‘avy; vl

.A new program offering. Tow. lnterest ratee
restoratlon loans for owners of historic

. -andvarchitecturally significant buildings
s bn La Mesa may be available as soon. as July

Tst.. ‘The antncxpated funding source for
the pllot program. is the. City of La Mesa's

© - tenthiyear Community Development Block
Grant allocation.
“La Mesa City Council approved a list of
’fQOmmunity development objectives and
~activities which included $25,000
for restoration and preservation of

On April. 10, 1984, the

es of special historic, archi-
al, and aesthetic value.

The proposed loan program would provide
restoration loans to owners of. designated
historic landmarks and contrtbutlhg struc=
‘restoration
work would be performed in accordance with
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards L.
for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Lo
Rehabllltathg Historic . Bunldlngs The
$25,000; program allocation could generate o
as much as $45,000 in loans, making possible
partial. restoration of. four 51gnlf|cant o
structures during the program's first year

For further. information please .call Rachel
Hurst,

La Mesa -Planning Department, 462 -0171.

LOOKOUT AVENUE is the official. pubTicatioﬁ

of the La Mesa Historical Society, Inc., ==
P.0. Box 882, La Mesa, CA 92041. Published
auarterlv.
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© LA PESA ‘SCOUTS MICROFILMED

, The La Mesa Hlstortcal Socuety is-
cont:nuxng its long term project of .

having past years of the. jMesa “Scout
newspaper. microfilmed. The ‘discovery of
missing years of the Scout and recent
contributions from commun:ity organrzatlons
have combined to make possible new progress
toward the comp]etlon of this lmportant
work Con o - AT A

.The mlcrofllmlng prOJect ‘was begun
1968 by the La Mesa Junior Woman's Clu ,
which provided sufficfent -funds to Fitm the
“earliest existing years, 1916 through. 1936.
The first issues of the’Scout publtished,”
1907 through 1915, were missing at that
_time and may have. been destroyed |n affl
Tn: 1978 the ta Mesa*Sor ; !
money to - the Socie
1945 through 1949

made a:. substantlal’contflbuc]onw

. kn January-of :this year the Soc1ety
‘learned that the California State LIBrary

in Sacramento had.in its collections: bound
issues of early Scouts, beginning in the
1920's, which had apparently been sent there
by the county. library at the time of pub
lication.. These Tssues included the
1936 through 19h3 whlchawere not avaf
in La Mesa and were feare “Tost. The St
Library has nOW'donated ‘the or:glnal new
papers: from the missing years ‘to.‘the Soci-
ety, requesting -in exchange a microfilm
master and’ a copy negatlve of these years

The SOCLety has contacted communlty '
groups to-ask. for -support: n the micro-
filming project and the response has been-:
generous. enough to provide for a few extra -
years in additioh to the ones received from
the State. The work could not have been
completed without the financial assistance
of several service organizations and a La
Mesa business. - Our sincere thanks and- *

‘and

$550.00

Soroptlmlst lnternatlonal of
" La Mesa (1983 1984) - Lo s
La Mesa Rotary = 140.00
‘La“Messa Lions . .1k0.00 .
American Legion, La Mesa Post’ - 50.00
- #282 ‘ .
Amerlcan Legion: Auxullary, La, :70.00 -
Mesa Post #282 L .
Lka Mesa ‘Woman's' Club. ©ooene 210,00
:Natlve Daughters of the . - 7. 10.00 °
~iGolden West, 111a M. Knox'»' e
Parlor # 320 ’ SR
McCleTTan'Buick-

Newspapers are an excellent record of a
“Since.

Library, where they may. be :viewed on a
reader/prlnter When the most. recently
completed copies are placed there, the
library will have the years 1916 through
1949 plus 1957 and some miscellaneous
issues. prior to 1916. A subject index -~ .
prepared by the Society for the years 1916

'through 1935 is on file at the 1ibrary; _
inquiries. should be. made at the reference__~

desk.

The mtcrofllmlng of the Scouts wn]] be

an on~going project of the Society until .
the rest of the newspapers have been filmed.
The remainder of the. 1950's, the 1960's.

and the 1970's are yet to be mlcrofllmed

1t is estimated that the cost per year
_wi]T be $85.00.

142,00

commun Tty 's growth and .development and good . -
resource. material for Historians,- students,
- and.‘those Interested.in genea]ogy
- 1968 ‘microfilm copies: of the Scout. have: ™ -~
" been available for use at-the La Mesa & -



Ice Cream Soc1al

SUNDAY JUNE 10 ll A M TO 3 P M AT THE MCKINNEY HOUSE

our annual lce Cream Social is just =~ Baked Goods Table

around the corner and plans are moving ] j

along for what should be another successfu] ﬂ_h-~Wf nged.all k'nd? of;baked goods‘p]us
event. Each year the Societyholds:this. _ﬁfyﬁome_ma e jams and jellies and candies.

event to raise money to continue its work Io ¢ream fillings or cream frostings, please.
of preserving La Mesa's history through ‘ Mtims may be left on the back porch of the
such programs as collecting photographs, cKinney House on Saturday, June 9, or
documents, and artifacts, presenting sllde brought the -day of the Social before 10 A. M.
programs for schools and other groups, - Mabel Perrapato will pick. up some baked
research, preparing exhibits, and main="ooo o “'goods--h66 7819,

taining the McKlnney House

Entertainment this year will be prOVIded o T
"By Fred Hart and. his band,-which. was. or-. ' White Elephant Table
ganized in the summer of 1982 and .is made We need many small items. 1f your

"up of businessmen from the ages.of. 43. .~ friends or other groups you are affiliated
through 75.. Most have. played- professmonally

';leth have a sale. and have good -leftovers,
in their younger years. but:are.or have.been . please ask if they will donate some to us:
in. other professions such as .real estate, No clothing, p]ease except accessories.
the. telephone company, and piano:tuning, - The following is a list of the kinds of
all the while maintaining their interest things we'd 1ike: o
in music. The band will be,p“": i o
tunes from past years i
ing us from 11: 307,,';’ n

Books, magaZ|nes, maps, post cards, .
records, stationery, office supplies
.. Accessories--hats, purses, wallets, txes,ru
jewelry, gloves, furs o
Collectlb]es'vknlckknacks,'noveittesipjv' :
decorative items I
Dishes, kitchenware, small appliances
Sewing and craft items and supplies.’
T _ , _ Games , puzzles, toys, sports equupment
>D0Nﬁééggg IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS ARE ”_""* - ,(We a]so need large bags for purchases )

:'Plant Table

~cole- slaW‘ baked beans, potato sa]ad A
hot dogs, . and of course.lots of. Swensen ‘s
'ice cream. -Baked goods, -white: elephants,
plants. and- items. made by the: Qu11ters w111
also be so]d S . .

Please leave donatlons on the back porch
of the McKlnney House as soon as possuble
because prncnng and sortxng take a Iong ,
’tlme

Well-rooted plants--trees,'shrubs, an- o
nuals, perennials, house plants, ‘herbs, . v
vegetables, etc.~rare needed. :Unless they: He]en Odom—-hm 463 3397 bus h66-322]~
are huge. or an-unusual ‘variety, please keep -~ : _ ;
. the spiders; jades, and Charlies: Pots,» - R . R

garden tools, gardening books and- magazines;  WORKERS IN ALL'AREAS‘WILL'BE NEEDED— .-
- citrus, avocados; and other garden fruits :

and vegetables, seeds “labeled:-epiphyllum
slips, etc. are also wanted The-ptants -and -
related ttems may be left on the McKinney
House back porch: on Saturday, June 9, or
they may be bnought the day of the Socnal
before 10 A.M. p
: Henrietta Schupbach W|11 ple up some
plants. Phone 466=438L.. o

baked goods, ‘white elephants, plants,
food service, setup, and take:down.
Please help.. Volunteers may call Pat}
Kettler at 463-0197.
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“ Spider Web or String Pattern

;SPIDER WEB QUILT FIRST PRIZE FOR DRAWING

'Dresden P]ate
-Flower Basket
Goose-in-the-Pond:

The above-named it patterns wereﬂuSed
in the quilts made ‘and donated by the 'La
Mesa Historical Society Quilters for the

o drawnngs at.the last three lce Cream Socuals;ﬂ'

dntriguing: name,. gometlmes the same deSlgn
may be known by different names; for im
stance,. Texas Star, Lone Star and Star of
Bethlehem are very similar.

Th|s year the pattern chosen for the
quilt 'made for ‘the June drawing is-Spider
Web or Strlng . It has been put together
by a method devnsed by a quilter, Nell.
Gold is used for the back.. and as
the chief color in the tops: with-small
pieces -of varied prlnts The design and -
colors combine to make a strlklng qu11t

In addition to the quilt for the draw1ng,
the Quilters will offer for sale a youth or
single quilt of. the Windmill pattern, as
well as a Mickey Mouse youth quilt and four
baby quilts, each different. Parents and
grandparents: - Keep these ‘items in mind:
for the young sprouts -on your family treel -

P.S. The Quilters will offer for sale
a variety of items at their lce. Cream "~

Soctal booth: pl]lows holders, aprons,
book covers, todd]er s dresses and nore.

VR OE Y 1~

.year's

. .7 Center,
< Center,
Cral basket ‘of imported wines and foods . for a -
““.gourmet meal for two.

_ICE CREAM SOCIAL DRAWING

- The first prize in the drawing at this
lce Cream Social is the striking
Spider Web or String quilt made By the LMHS
Quilters. Beatrice Acers has donated the

"second prize, a man's Seiko dlgltal quartz

alarm wristwatch, . The third prize winner
will receive dinner for two, courtesy of
Bobby McGee's restaurant at Grossmont
and Piret's, also of Grossmont
will give the fourth prize winner

For the past several years some of the
banks. in La Mesa have allowed the Soc1ety
to sell tickets in their lobbies-on .
selected days during the weeks precedlng
the drawing. This also provides an op-
portunity to Introduce the community
to the Society and its programs.. Those
wishing to help in the banks should call
Beatrice Acers at 466-5812. Those who would
like to take one or more books of ten :
tickets each to sell on their own should"
contact Donna Regan 460-3726.

COLLECTIBLE SALE PLANNED

The La Mesa Historical Society is )
currently planning a collectible sale to.be.”
held at the end of June. Donations of any
type of collectible, including furniture,
would be apprecnated -For further infor-
mation please call Helen:Odom at 463~ 3397
(home) or 466-3227" (bus;ness)

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The La Mesa Historica]'Society extends;
a warm welcome to members who have recently
joined: -
Mildred Baldwin Crosby

| R t ~_ ot



CENTRAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH--THE EARLY YEARS

. This year'Centra] Congrégationa]
Church of La Mesa ce}ebrates the 75th
anntversary»of its founding.

On May 19,.1909 a small group of
La Mesa residents met at the Palm
Avenue home of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Smith to discuss “the advisability of
organizing aCongregational church" in
La Mesa. La' Mesa was at that time ™ -
experiencing a period'df“rapfd deve =
opment which, beginning.in 1906, was
to transform it from an agrlcultural
area to a small reSIdentlal community.
By 1912, when .1t was incorporated, the
town was to have over 700 residents.. -
A Methodist Episcopal church had been
organized in La Mesa as.early as 1895
and had recently. constructed its .
first church building. Congregatlonf
alists were already meeting at La
Mesa Helghts (near 70th Street and.
E1 Cajon Boulevard) and Spring Val]ey
The group concluded that conditions
for organizing a Congregational

Charles W. Hill, pastor of
Central Congregational Church
1910-1925.

Rev.

o M*F'Sﬁ '

church. here were now favorable and
voted unanimously to do"so,

The first Sunday morning service
was held.on July 11, 1909 at the
Baldridge Opera. Housa with the as-
-sistance of Rev. J.L. MaiTe of the
Home Missionary Society and the choir
from the La Mesa Heights Congrega-
tional Church. At a service and
meeting in Masonic Hall that evening,
the Central Congregational Church
was organized with nineteen members.
The name ''Central Church!' was chosen
because of its location between the
Congregational churches. in La Mesa
Heights and Spring Valley.

The nineteen people who organized
Central Church were: Mr. and Mrs.
Kellogg B. Finley, Mrs. Sara Upton
Edwards (Mrs. Finley's sister], Mr.-
and Mrs. Ernest.J. Luff, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward B. Light, Mr. and Mrs. J. 0.
Young, Mrs. Henry L. Russell, Rev.
and Mrs. Henry D. Porter, Mr. and
Richard Smith, Mr. and Mrs.
Claus Hinck, and Mrs. Rosannah
Edgerly.

Rev. Henry D. Porter, whose family
was to be so supportive of the church
in its early years., had come to La
Mesa in 1904 after serving as a
medical missionary in. China. Edward
B. Light, a-retired. businessman
from Denver, was one of those most
actively involved in the organization
of the new church and was among the.
first trustees elected. Pioneer La’
Mesan Kellogg B. Finley, for whom
Finley Avenue is named, later served
as church clerk.

The new. church sought a pastor
and -in August extended a call to
Rev. John W. Doane of Angels Camp, -
California, offering a salary of
$900..00 per vear, a parsonage, and
one montht's vacation. - Although in .
i11 health, Rev. Doane remained with
the church for one year, assisting
in its early development and. the
preparation of Articles of Incor-

~poration, which were filed on May 12
1910.



Architect Weeve'ls'draw1ng shows both the~1911 chapel and a church to be
bu11t later' San D]ego Unnon,»October 3, 1910. :

TO'repTace'ReV,.Doane the ehurch ~ them the George White Marston
ca]led as. Pastor Rev.”' ' “eoif o residence (1904). . After beginning
, “who hisown practice Weaver became
best known. for his finely crafted.
edwood HRouses, usua]ly with .
_gled or board and batten’ walls.
rto. 1910 he ‘had a]ready

Ine_in 18 - was ‘a grad,a*e
BodeIn Co]]ege a,d the Yale’

Pastorates~ln- .lgned two buleLngs in the La
were followed ) Mega area--the B.W. McKenzie
BY flfteen Years ‘as pastor and - ° 7 residence near Murray Dam in 1908
agent of the Board of M|5510n5 in and the Grossmont Inn for Col. Ed
Hawail. ' o - Fletcher :in 1909.

Mesa Rev{;;f
ILness

; §Congregatlonal|sts Weaver

drew. p]ans for a..church complex

- which could Be built in two-stages.

A small chapel would be built. flrst

"~ on the northwest corner of’" thes

property, and when. an increase in
memhership warranted. the. constructlon

of . a larger. church, the earlier: '

D ‘jdLng would. become the parsonage.

sketch pub]lshed tn the San ‘Diego

“Uniion on October 3, 1910 shows . a :

. simple Mission- style chapel with
“stucco.walls, a gable roof, and a

~small square tower.with.arched
_'Openlngs. Connected to.1t by a

- .pergola is a larger church bu11d1ng

o WItﬁ the same design elements.»

him much Tdﬁedﬂ

mendatlon of the Bu1!d1
to purchase, for. the sum of $¢
lots 17 and 18 in B]ockﬁh of. Park‘Sf
Addltlon--the northeast corner : :
Lemon Avenue and. Third Street. On
September 21 the Committee presente
the plans for the,new bun]dlng to. -
the congregatlo"

, The chapel ‘was completed in time
for-the first preaching service to
‘be he]d there on ‘February 10, 1911,
;although the formal dedication did

To - deSLQn‘the'new
church. . se]ected Emm,
of San Diego. '
in architecty

of T1linois, had come'to San-I . not take place “”t*]_JUTY’16- o
1903 and found employment with - .Church financial records show WeaVer~

the archttectural.flrm.of Witliam o receiving payments totaling $91.

Hebbard and frving Gill. "There he ~for his work. A check made out to

was involved- - with some of Gill's T.M. and H. L. Russell indicates



The 1911;chape1 as it appeared on a color post card circa 1913.

_husband of charter member Emma J.
RUssel1

was probably the bunlder.

- For the next F_<teen yearS'the
chape] served the: ongregatmdn well.
In addition to ‘the two large’ rooms
upstairs where the services were"
held, the basement provided a place
for meetings, dinners, and other
social events for community groups
as well as the church. The'problem'
of llv1ng'quarters for the" pastor -
was solved when the" church achLred g
359 Third Street’ for use as” a par-'
sonage in 1916,

By- the early 1920's ,,hdweVer,,tha,
congregatlon was beginning to out-
grow the small chapel. At their
annual meeting. on- January 9, ;92A,
members. voted unanlmously in favor.
of bulldlng a. newschurch: edlfaceL

The‘c&qrchﬁseTeCtéd*awnaw architect
for this task rather than completing
Weaver's original plans. Louis’ J.
Gi1l had arrived.in San Diego in 1911
after graduating from Syracuse. Univer=-
sity and had joined the architectural

was thus working with his uncle wh
the elder Gill was refining his

coming a partner around 1914. Louts

simplified Mission style in such
buildings as the La Jolla Woman's
Club and the La Jolla P]ayground;
Louis Gil11%s work after 'he opened” h
own office following World War |
included the Church of the Sacred:
Heart in Coronado- and the Mission
Hitls Congragational“ChurCh.

5

Louis Gil11's plans, dated Fehruary 2
1925, ‘show a sts1on—style building in
harmony with Weaver's original concept.
The wings of. the Building form a U around” "
a.central courtyard. The new church. sanc-.'
tuary .on the south has a gently pitched. ~
gable roof, twin towers, arched windows,
and a graceful arcade with rounded arcﬁes
a]ong the Lemon Avenue side. The two-
story Sunday’ School wing on the east in-
corporates small classrooms in a U-shaped
balcony overlooking. the meeting room Below:.
The original chapel, with additions to the -
east end, forms the north wing. Linking

-chape] and church. is a pergola similar to-




The contract was awarded in June to
the Consaul Constructiorn Company of San
Diego for a bid of $33,75Q, and by,
December the work was being completed.

Impressive services marked.the dedlcat
of the new building on Sunday, -January 3,
and Wednesday, January 6, 1926. Both
Rev. Hi{l1l, who had reSIgned the precedlng:
June and was now Pastor Emeritus,. and the
new pastor, Rev. William W. Scudder, par-7
ticipated. In honor of Rev. Hill's long:.
and faithful pastorate,. the original. chape]
was named "'Hill Chapel.'

In April of. the same year the . congregatlon
met to dedicate the new pipe -organ,. a- gift "
from. James W. Porter in memory.of his bro-
ther, Rev. Henry D. Porter. “Built by The ..
Heriry Pilcher's Sons of Lou15v1]1e, Kentucky
the organ cost $6,500 installed. "With
paneltng in solid oak and front pipes deco-
rated with French: gold bronze, the organ-
added to the beauty of the chureh as well
as making music an important part of the -
services. After expansion in 1927, the
organ was described as one of the finest of
‘medium size in San Diego county.

An additional gift from James W. :Porter
was the lighted electric cross placed on
‘the church tower in ]329 a memorlal for

Central Congregational Church,

‘trUstees ordered,

“Scudder:

circa 1928,

another brother, Edwards W.. Porter, who had
been an active member of the bunldlng
‘committee.

_ Durlng the Depression the ‘church. was

- led By Rev. Earl Lindsley, who served. as
pastor. from 1931 to 1939. Even in these
lean years contributions made possible

the further beautification of the church
through. the installation of the first of
the opaque art glass memorial windows in
the_church sanctuary. In June 1932 church

at $100 per window, the
first six of a tota] of sixteen wnndows
~from W|e1and Studios of San Diego. Windows
de51gned by stained glass artist Fred
Wieland, who began his San Diego career in
1923, may also be found in the Church of
Christ in Coronado, the U. S. Naval Hospital,
and in many other churches, clubs, and public
buildings in San Diego and e]sewhere in the

-country.

Four more pastors have succeeded Rev.
‘Rey. Roy Camphell (1939-1945);
Rev. Alexander Milmine (1945-1957); Rev.
John James Barbour (1957-1980); and the
present pastor,. Rev. Richard Goodhart. As
it enters its seventy-sixth year, Central
Congregational Church continues to serve

the La Mesa community. p Redan
-Donna - eg

The chapel appears at




