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II. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Constructed in 1931, in the Superior Heights subdivision of La Mesa, the subject dwelling at 6750 Alamo 

Way was designed in the Tudor style.  The dwelling is one story, approximately 1,300 square feet, with an 

approximately 80 square foot basement, and is situated on a lot that extends from Alamo Way to Judson 

Way.  The dwelling is a wood frame structure, clad in stucco, with an asymmetrical façade.  The roof is a 

combination of hipped and cross gables, with narrow overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails, and is 

covered in composition shingles.  A concrete uncovered entry porch is located on the front elevation and the 

west elevation, adjacent to an entryway projection characterized by an arched front door, framed in red 

bricks, with two vents located in the steeply pitched gable end, which curves out towards the south elevation.   

Windows and doors are wood, with multi-light sashes, and are a combination of fixed and casement.  A 

stucco chimney, partially trimmed in red brick, is present on the west elevation and features a decorative 

painted “S.”  The property is bounded by neighboring properties on the north, east, and west, and by Alamo 

Way to the south and Judson Way to the east. 

South Elevation (Main Façade) 

The south elevation is the main façade of the dwelling, facing Alamo Way.  A curved concrete path leads 

from Alamo Way to the raised concrete porch on the corner of the south and west elevations.  The porch is 

accessed by three curved steps with red brick treads and stucco clad risers.  An iron handrail is attached to 

the concrete landing floor and the concrete path in the middle of the curve of the steps.  The original entry 

door, on the west elevation of the entry porch, is wood, with an arched top, two large metal Medieval style 

strap hinges, a Medieval style metal handle-set and door knocker with a knight’s helmet, and a fixed glass 

rectangular peep-window.  The south and west elevations of the entryway feature red brick cladding on the 

lower half of the walls.  A pair of wood multi-light casement windows are present on the south wall of the 

entry porch, near the west corner.  Rising out of the intersection of the steep west facing gable end entry roof 

and the west elevation wall is the rectangular chimney clad in stucco and partially trimmed in red brick.  A 

decorative painted “S” is present on the west façade of the chimney.  To the right of the chimney is a pair of 

wood multi-light casement windows.  This section is projecting from the principal mass and the south elevation 

is characterized by a large fixed, rectangular focal window.  This projection has a hipped roof.  The east 

elevation of the projection features a pair of wood multi-light casement windows.  The east portion of the 

south elevation features two sets of three wood multi-light casement windows.  A curved red brick pathway 

runs parallel to the south elevation.  

East Elevation 

The east elevation of the dwelling faces the east side yard and the neighboring property.  Within the peak of 

the east facing gable end is a wooden rectangular vent.  A set of three wood multi-light casement windows is 

present near the south corner.  To the right of the windows is a set of wood multi-light French doors.  The 

curved red brick pathway from the south elevation leads to the rectangular red brick clad patio.   

North Elevation (Rear Façade) 

The north elevation, which is the rear of the main dwelling, faces the rear yard and the rear dwelling.  Two 

wood multi-light casement windows are present on the east wing.  Projecting from the north wall is an east 

facing wood multi-light French door.  This area features a rectangular red brick clad patio.  A north facing 

gable roof tops this projection.  A single-light casement window is present within the peak of the gable end.  

Three wood windows, of varying sizes, are present beneath the gable peak.  A fixed window with four-lights 

at the top and a large single-light below, a multi-light casement window and small single-light casement 
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window.  To the west of the gable end is another set of varying sized windows.  A single-light casement 

window, a small single-light casement window, and a multi-light casement window.  The basement level is 

present below this set of windows.  Five concrete steps lead down to the basement surrounded by a stucco 

retaining wall with a wood fence above.  A single-light awning window is present slightly above grade and a 

wood paneled door with a single-light window panel above is present at the basement level. 

West Elevation 

The west elevation of the dwelling faces a neighboring property and the driveway, providing access to the 

detached garage.  This elevation is characterized by the half-timbering in the steeply pitched west facing 

gable end.  The gable roof slopes down and curves out on the north side, an arched opening is present under 

the curve of the roof.  This arched opening is covered by an iron gate and allows access to the rear yard.  

Under the half-timbering in the gable end is an oriel window topped with a composition shingle roof and 

featuring half-timbering below the three windows.  The northwest facing window is a four-light over one-light 

casement window, the west facing window is a four-light at the top over a large one-light fixed window, and 

the southwest facing window is a four-light over one-light casement window.    

Garage 

The one-and-a-half story detached double garage is clad in stucco and features a south facing gable end 

roof covered in composition shingles, with narrow overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails.  Within the 

peak of the gable is a set of two four-light at the top over a large single-light at the bottom, casement 

windows.  This south elevation also features a wood double-car garage door.  The east elevation features a 

three-panel wood door on the south corner and a shed dormer on the roof.  The shed dormer contains 

windows on the south and north elevations and three single-paned casement windows on the east elevation.  

Within the gable peak, on the north elevation, is a ten-light wood window.  Below the gable are two wood 

framed windows.  The east window is boarded up while the west window retains a single pane of glass. 

The condition of the garage is unsafe.  Major stucco repairs are needed on exterior elevations.  The stairs are 

unusable in the current state and height, they would need to be relocated.  The electrical system is unusable.  

Drainage does not exist around the garage, resulting in water damage during every rain.  All support beams 

have been cut and compromised completely.  The roof is compromised and daylight peaks through in some 

areas.  The garage door is non-salvageable and needs to be replaced.  The shed dormer is not original to 

the garage due a fire that destroyed the roof in the 1970s.  Roof shingles are deteriorated and ineffective.  

Flooring has been removed where the support beams were cut.  It is possible to fall directly to the first floor.  

Current flooring is not salvageable.   

Rear Dwelling 

The rear dwelling is sited near the north of the parcel and was originally the barn when the property was 

constructed in 1931.  This one-story structure was converted to a dwelling in 1955, and features a side-facing 

saltbox gable roof with a shed roof over the front porch.  Wood piers support the porch roof and a wood 

banister covers the south elevation of the porch.  The roof is clad in composition shingles while the body of the 

dwelling is clad in board and batten wood siding.  Fenestration consists of a wood front door, wood casement 

windows, and vinyl horizontal sliding windows.   
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III. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Superior Heights 

In 1921, Jerry Sullivan and Mary Sullivan purchased the east one-fifth of Lot I of La Mesa Colony and a 

portion of parcel O of Lot 19 of the Rancho Mission of San Diego, and subdivided the land.  The Sullivan 

Tract, which lay south of El Cajon Boulevard and west of 70th Street, was recorded as San Diego County Map 

No. 1724, on December 19, 1921.  An article in The La Mesa Springs Scout, in 1922, boasted, “West La Mesa 

Section Fast Coming to Front as Poultry Raising Center.  New Paved Road Completed in Valley.  Hundreds of 

Attractive Homes Now Dotting the Sitely Hillsides Which But a Few Years Ago Were Given Over to 

Sagebrush.”1  In 1924, the Sullivan Tract was subdivided further, creating Superior Heights out of Lots 4, 5, 6, 

11, 12, 13 and the north 322.2 feet of Lots 7 and 10.  Superior Heights, which lay south of Tower Street, east 

of 67th Street, north of Center Street (renamed to Alamo Way in 1956), and west of Terry Lane, was 

recorded as San Diego County Map No. 1789, on March 31, 1924.  Advertisements for Superior Heights ran 

in The San Diego Union and The Evening Tribune in April, 1924.  The frequent campaign declared Superior 

Heights as “San Diego’s Most Scenic Subdivision,” with soil excellent for vegetable gardening, a frostless 

climate with “pure invigorating air,” an unsurpassed view, and every city advantage without city taxes.  

Superior Heights was an unincorporated area in San Diego County, not belonging to the City of San Diego 

nor the City of La Mesa, at this time.  Independence was emphasized in the advertisements,  

 

Be Independent at Superior Heights.  Restricted to White Races and Protective Building 

Restrictions.  You can raise Chickens and a Garden at Superior Heights.  The land is especially 

adapted to raising Superior vegetables and fruits.  Large Lots as Low as $300.  I have priced 

lots in this valuable property (size 70 ft. by 310 ft.) as low as $300.  There are others, size 

140x155 ft., that are very attractively priced.  Very convenient terms may be arranged.  

Location.  Drive east through East San Diego to El Cajon Boulevard, then along the boulevard 

until you come to the greenhouse at the sharp turn—go east on Ramona street one block to 

Olive then turn to right.  Profit with Superior Heights.  No place near San Diego is there a 

tract that offers the advantages to be found at Superior Heights.  This property will increase 

many times in value within the next year or so.2 

 

In 1940, T. J. Lords, president of the San Diego Building Service announced he was developing 100 lots in 

Superior Heights, two blocks south of El Cajon Boulevard on 68th Street.  The low-cost homes included a lot 

and improvements for $2,850.  Two-bedroom houses with modern conveniences featured a standardized 

floor plan and five elevation choices.  Lords’ goal was quality materials and modern building practices to 

deliver “a good-sized home with a large lot for less than rent.”3 

 

Superior Heights experienced difficulties in getting water to the area.  In January of 1949, the Sullivan Tract 

and Superior Heights annexation to the Rolando Sanitation District was approved.  Sewers were planned to 

be constructed later that year.4  In 1953, Superior Heights, Sullivan Tract and Dennstedt Terrace opposed the 

annexation plan for Rolando to join the City of San Diego.  “In 1954, the residents of Rolando Village and 

Rolando Park voted to join the City of San Diego instead of the City of La Mesa.  Rolando Knolls, Superior 

Heights and Mesa Homes (surrounding Rolando Elementary School) choose to annex to La Mesa.  During this 

time several new churches, many new businesses, the Rolando Women’s Club, and the Rolando Village Civic 

Association (later Community Council) were also established as neighborhood institutions.”5   
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Proper ty History 

The subject property was initially sold by the First National Trust and Savings Bank of San Diego, in 1930, to 

Christian D. Jensen and Adelaide C. Jensen of San Diego.  Christian and Adelaide moved to San Diego in 

1922.  Christian immigrated from Denmark to the United States in 1891 and began working in the dry-

cleaning industry, as a tailor, around 1908.  In 1931, Christian and Adelaide commissioned R. E. Robertson to 

construct a single-story, single-family, six room frame stucco dwelling and double garage.  The notice of 

competition states November 12, 1931 as the completion date.  Adelaide worked as a bookkeeper for the 

tailor shop and Christian reported his profession as poultry rancher from 1938 to 1940.  It is presumed 

Christian remained working as a tailor, and was considered a “gentleman farmer,” experimenting in poultry 

farming, as there was a barn on the property until 1955, and the area found success in poultry farming from 

the 1920s to the 1950s. 

 

Christian and Adelaide moved next door to 6736 Alamo Way and sold the property to their son Ronald and 

his wife Helen, in 1950.  Ronald was the vice president of the Richard A. Mills Company until 1957 when he 

and Helen began working for the Hayseed Garden Center.  They had twin sons named Robert and Richard. 

 

Ronald and Helen Jensen sold the property to Donald and Joanne Hinkle in 1963.  They were retired and 

lived in the property until 1965 when they sold it to Robert and Mary Bonfils.  The property was not owner 

occupied for the next several years.  Past occupants include Harry Driscoll, retired (1969-1971), Jocelyn 

Davis (1983), Edward Finney (1985), D. L. Williams (1986-1989), and Jose Castillo (1990).  Robert and 

Mary Bonfils may have occupied the property from 1974 to 1982 as US Public Records indicate the owners 

lived at the property in 1975 and the property address is not listed in city directories from 1974 to 1982.  

Robert Bonfils may have occupied the property again from 1992 to 1996 as the address is not listed again 

and Robert Bonfils began living at the property in 1997.  From 2005 to 2009 P. C. Spahr was also living at 

the property.  Robert Bonfils lived at the property until 2010.  Robert Bonfils was originally from Kansas City, 

Missouri and went to art school in Chicago, Illinois where he began doing illustrations for book covers.  By 

1962, Robert was working for Greenleaf paperbacks.  They moved their operations from Chicago to San 

Diego and Robert and Mary gladly went along.  

Tudor Residential Architecture  

Tudor residential architecture gained popularity in the United States as a suburban style in the 1920s and 

early 1930s.  Identifying features include; steeply pitched roofs, usually side-gabled, multiple prominent cross 

gables, decorative half-timbering, tall, narrow multi-paned windows, usually in groups, and massive chimneys 

with decorative chimney pots.  Subtypes include; stucco wall cladding, brick wall cladding, stone wall 

cladding, wooden wall cladding.  “The Tudor style is loosely based on a variety of early English building 

traditions ranging from simple folk houses to Late Medieval palaces.  Most houses in this style emphasize high-

pitched, gabled roofs and elaborated chimneys of Medieval origin, but decorative detailing may draw from 

Renaissance or even the modern Craftsman traditions.”6  
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Significance Conclusion 

The 6750 Alamo Way property is historically significant under Criterion A, as it reflects special elements of 

the City of La Mesa’s architectural history.  The Tudor style house is one of a few remaining early houses built 

in the Superior Heights subdivision and underwent a faithful restoration with guidance from the City of La 

Mesa’s Historic Preservation Commission to regain integrity from its historic period of significance of 1931.  

The property is also historically significant under Criterion C, as it embodies distinctive characteristics of the 

Tudor architectural style. The subject dwelling exhibits character defining features of the Tudor style, as 

detailed in the architectural description, and through its restoration, regained integrity from its historic period 

of significance of 1931.  The property is also historically significant under Criterion F, as it embodies elements 

of outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship. 

The rear dwelling and garage are non-contributing to the property. 
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IV. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
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Assessor’s Parcel Map   
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Subdivision Maps  
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Sanborn Maps 

 

1940:  Center Street not mapped 
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1940 updated to 1950:  Center Street not mapped 
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1956:  Alamo Way not mapped 
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Residential Building Record  
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Chain of  Title  

Grant Deed   
Grantee:   Jerry Sullivan and Mary Sullivan 
Recorded:   December 19, 1921, #34089, Subdivision Map No. 1724 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantee:   The First National Trust and Savings Bank of San Diego and  

Western Lumber Company of San Diego 
Recorded:   March 31, 1924, #14794, Subdivision Map No. 1789 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantor:   The First National Trust and Savings Bank of San Diego 
Grantee:   Christian D. Jensen and Adelaide C. Jensen 
Recorded:   November 3, 1930, #52373, Deed Book 1815, Page 476 
 
Notice of Completion 
Recorded:   November 20, 1931, #56859, Official Records Book 62, Page 195 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Christian D. Jensen and Adelaide C. Jensen 
Grantee:   Ronald C. Jensen and Helen A. Jensen 
Recorded:   March 2, 1950, #24529, Official Records Book 3523, Page 81 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Ronald C. Jensen and Helen A. Jensen 
Grantee:   Donald G. Hinkle and Joanne S. Hinkle 
Recorded:   May 16, 1963, Recorders File No. 85467 
 
Grant Deed   
Grantor:   Donald G. Hinkle and Joanne S. Hinkle 
Grantee:   Robert J. Bonfils and Mary Aurelia Bonfils 
Recorded:   June 6, 1965, Recorders File No. 99670 
 
Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Robert J. Bonfils and Mary Aurelia Bonfils 
Grantee:   Robert J. Bonfils and Mary Aurelia Bonfils 
Recorded:   June 5, 1974, Recorders File No. 74-149148 
 
Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor:   Robert J. Bonfils 
Grantee:   Robert J. Bonfils Trust 
Recorded:   January 15, 2010, Recorders File No. 2010-0023535 
 
Affidavit of Successor Trustee 
Grantor:   Robert J. Bonfils Trust 
Grantee:   Diane J. Peters 
Recorded:   August 14, 2012, Recorders File No. 2012-0484214 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Diane J. Peters and Robert J. Bonfils Trust 
Grantee:   Corey Oneal 
Recorded:   October 3, 2016, Recorders File No. 2016-0525566 
 
Grant Deed 
Grantor:   Corey Oneal 
Grantee:   OEI Labs, Inc. 
Recorded:   March 12, 2018, Recorders File No. 2018-0096256 
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Deed from Date of  Construction  
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Notice of  Completion 
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City Directory Listings  

Year 6750 Alamo Way, La Mesa (6750 Center Street, San Diego until 1956) 

1931-1934 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) *assumed from build date, names do not appear in San 
Diego City or County directories (Owners) 

1935 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) *information from 1940 Census (Owners) 

1936-1937 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) (Owners) 

1938-1939 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) rancher (Owners) 

1940 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) rancher, poultry ranch *information from 1940 Census 
(Owners) 

1941-1942 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) (Owners) 

1943 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide E) (Owners) 
Jensen Ronald Christian (Helen Adelaide) *information from 1940 Draft Card 

1944 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide C) tailor *information from voter registrations (Owners) 

1945-1949 Jensen Christian D (Adelaide C) (Owners) 

1950-1956 Jensen Ronald C (Helen A) vice president Richard A Mills Company, Inc. (Owners) 

1957-1960 Jensen Ronald C, The Hayseed Garden Center (Owners) 
Jensen Helen A, manager The Hayseed Garden Center 

1961-1963 Jensen Ronald C (Helen A) The Hayseed Garden Center (Owners) 

1964-1966 Hinkle Donald G (Elaine) retired (Owners) 

1967-1968 Vacant 

1969-1971 Driscoll Harry retired 

1972-1973 Vacant 

1974 Address not listed 

1975 Bonfils Robert J and Mary *information from US Public Records Index (Owners) 

1976-1979 Address not listed 

1980-1981 No directory available 

1982 Address not listed 

1983 Davis Jocelyn B *information from US Public Records Index 

1984 Address not listed 

1985 Finney Edward E 

1986-1989 Williams D L 

1990 Castillo Jose 
1991 No directory available 

1992-1996 Address not listed 

1997-2004 Bonfils Robert J (Owner) 

2005-2009 Bonfils Robert J (Owner) 
Spahr P C 

2010 Bonfils Robert J (Owner) 

2011-2013 Davis James 
Oliver Loren 

2014-2015 XXXX 

2016 Oneal Corey (Owner) 
Oliver Loren 

2017 Oneal Corey (Owner) 
Davis Jocelyn 
Money Michele 
Oliver Loren 

2018 Oneal Corey (Owner) 
Oliver Loren 
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Previous Documentation 
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Ar ticles, Photographs, Biographies 

   
July 1, 1927 San Diego Union     July 20, 1933 San Diego Union 
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April 12, 1924 Evening Tribune 
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April 13, 1924 San Diego Union 
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April 16, 1924 San Diego Union 
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April 19, 1924 Evening Tribune 
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April 26, 1924 Evening Tribune 
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August 25, 1940 San Diego Union 
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September 15, 1940 San Diego Union 
 

 
January 20, 1949 San Diego Union 
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March 28, 1953 San Diego Union 
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1930 US Census:  Roscoe Earle Robertson 
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February 8, 1931 San Diego Union:  Roscoe Earle Robertson, builder 
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1930 US Census:  Jensen Family 
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1940 US Census:  Christian and Adelaide Jensen 
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1940 US Census:  Ronald, Helen, Richard, and Robert Jensen 
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1940 Draft Card:  Ronald Jensen 
 

 
March 17, 1952 San Diego Union 
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October 22, 1958 San Diego Union 
 

 
March 30, 1963 San Diego Union 
 

 
April 27, 1965 San Diego Union 
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1938 The Noreaster, Northeast High School, Kansas City, Missouri:  Robert Bonfils 
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1939 The Noreaster, Northeast High School, Kansas City, Missouri:  Robert Bonfils 
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1942 Draft Card:  Robert Bonfils 
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September 2004 Illustration Magazine:  Robert Bonfils 
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September 2004 Illustration Magazine:  Robert Bonfils 
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September 2004 Illustration Magazine:  Robert Bonfils 
 

 
2018 Find a Grave:  Robert Bonfils 
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Historic and Transitional Photographs 

 
March 1941 Aerial View.  Image Source:  San Diego History Center, Image No. 79-741-653 
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1953 Aerial View.  Image Source:  UCSB Library FrameFinder, Flight ID:  AXN-1953, Frame:  10M-111  
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1964 Aerial View.  Image Source:  HistoricAerials 
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2016 View of west elevation, front entrance.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
 

 
2016 View of south elevation, main façade.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
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2016 View of west and south elevations.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
 

 
2016 View of north elevation, rear façade.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
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2016 View of south and east elevations, garage.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
 

 
2016 View of south elevation, rear dwelling.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
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2016 Views of south and west elevations.  Image Source:  City of La Mesa, HPC 
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2016 Views of north and east elevations.  Image Source:  City of La Mesa, HPC 
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2016 Views of south and east elevations.  Image Source:  City of La Mesa, HPC 
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2017 View of west elevation, front entrance.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
 

 
2017 View of south and east elevations.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
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2017 View of south elevation.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
 

 
2017 Interior view of living room and dining room.  Image Source:  Multiple Listing Service 
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Current Photographs  

 
Photo 1. View northwest of property from street, south and east elevations. Photo ID: 0457 
 

 
Photo 2. View northeast of property from street, south and west elevations. Photo ID: 0459  



Historic Landmark Nomination: Grandad Jensen’s House 
6750 Alamo Way, La Mesa, CA 91942 

August 2020 |Page 68 

 
Photo 3. View north of driveway and south elevation of garage. Photo ID: 0460 
 

 
Photo 4. View north of south elevation, main façade. Photo ID: 0462 
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Photo 5. View northeast of west and south elevations. Photo ID: 0464 
 

 
Photo 6. View northeast of south and west elevations, front entrance. Photo ID: 0465 
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Photo 7. View northeast of west and south elevations, front entrance. Photo ID: 0466 
 

 
Photo 8. View east of south and west elevations, front entrance and chimney. Photo ID: 0475 
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Photo 9. View east of west elevation, front door. Photo ID: 0470 
 

 
Photo 10. View northwest of south and east elevations. Photo ID: 0478 
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Photo 11. View southwest of east and north elevations. Photo ID: 0487 
 

 
Photo 12. View southwest of north and east elevations. Photo ID: 0498 
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Photo 13. View southeast of north and west elevations. Photo ID: 0501 
 

 
Photo 14. View east of west elevation, entrance to backyard. Photo ID: 0500 
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Photo 15. View northwest of south and east elevations, garage. Photo ID: 0509 
 

 
Photo 16. View south of north elevation, garage. Photo ID: 0514 
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Photo 17. Detail view of south elevation, garage, stucco damage. Image Source: Property Owner 
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Photo 18. Detail view of east elevation, garage, side door. Image Source: Property Owner   
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Photo 19. Detail view of south elevation, garage door. Image Source: Property Owner 
 

 
Photo 20. Interior view of shed dormer, garage. Image Source: Property Owner 
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Photo 21. Interior view of north facing wall, garage, second floor. Image Source: Property Owner 
 

 
Photo 22. Interior view of floor, garage, second floor. Image Source: Property Owner 
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Photo 23. Interior view of water damage on ceiling, garage. Image Source: Property Owner   
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Photo 24. Interior view of support beams, garage. Image Source: Property Owner 
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Photo 25. Interior view of stairs and walls, garage. Image Source: Property Owner 



Historic Landmark Nomination: Grandad Jensen’s House 
6750 Alamo Way, La Mesa, CA 91942 

August 2020 |Page 82 

 
Photo 26. Interior view of stairs, garage. Image Source: Property Owner   
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Photo 27. Interior view of stairs, garage. Image Source: Property Owner 
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Photo 28. Interior view of stairs from second floor, garage. Image Source: Property Owner   
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Photo 29. Interior view of electrical box, garage. Image Source: Property Owner  
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Photo 30. View southwest of house and garage from rear concrete and grass area. Photo ID: 0515 
 

 
Photo 31. View northeast of south elevation, rear dwelling. Photo ID: 0520 
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Photo 32. View southwest of east and north elevations, rear dwelling. Photo ID: 0530 
 

 
Photo 33. View northeast of west and south elevations, rear dwelling. Photo ID: 0519 
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